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Tae Counci, MEETINGS. 

Last week’s Council meetings were very long ; 
and, though some of the business was undoubtedly 
extremely important, the report as a whole gives 
the impression that it might well have been dis- 
posed of in less time. 

The first item was the appointment of a new 
President ; and the profession will be unanimous 
in approving the election of Mr. Garnett, who has 
sat upon the Council for a comparatively short 
period—just ten years. But no member has at- 
tended the Council more assiduously, or done more 
valuable work during the whole of the period ; and 
everyone will be glad to see his services acknow- 
ledged in the year of the International Congress. 


The most important business decided by the 
Special Meeting was the matriculation question. 
This has occupied the Council for a long time, and 
it is to be hoped it is now settled for the present. 
It was discussed vigorously and at great length, 
but with commendable temperance; and we are 
fully in accord with the decision which was 
reached. We should like to see, not only a further 
raising of the matriculation standard, but also 
another year added to the curriculum, if our 
position justified such advance. Both steps were 
taken simultaneously rather more than twenty 
years ago, and the results have been good. But at 
that time the profession was likely to become over- 
charged; to-day the circumstances are very 
different. The present moment, when there is a 
real danger that the supply of young members may 
soon fall short of the demand, is not the time to 
increase the difficulties of graduation. 

Little else in the meetings calls for comment at 
present. One new and very welcome proposal 
came from Sir Stewart Stockman—an offer to 
provide the College Museum with specimens of 
contagious disease. This is referred to a Committee 
with power to act, and we hope to hear that the 
offer has been accepted and utilised. Our museum 
has never been a credit"to* the}’profession, but this 
is an exceptional chance of making it a good one so 
far as some important diseases are concerned. Sir 
Stewart's specimens will, of course, be practically 
confined to contagious disease, but could not 
members of the profession contribute more general 
specimens? Many of us put up and keep post- 
mortem specimens, and we might serve a useful 

by sending them, ready put up, to the 


Tue R.S.I. Coneress at BLAcKPooL. 


The Conference of Veterinary Inspectors was 
held, as appointed, at 10 a.m. on Wednesday 
morning, in the lecture room at the Secondary 
Schools, and was well attended. Besides veterinary 
surgeons, there were county councillors from 
various parts of England and from Lanark; and a 
small contingent, of sanitary inspectors. Shortly 
after the commencement of proceedings every seat 
was filled, and there were many standing. 

Mr. Noél Pillers led off with his paperon “ Some 
Metazoon Parasites met with in Food Inspection, 
and their relation to Public Health,” which he fol- 
lowed with a series of photographic lantern slides, 
and supplemented with microscopic and macros- 
—_ preparations of some of the parasites. Mr. 
Pillers has made this subject so much his own 
that, as usual, there was little professionai discuss- 
ion on it, but several of the county councillors 
present asked, and obtained, further information. 

Mr. J. D. Whitehead followed with “ Remarks on 
the working of the Tuberculosis Order, 1913,” which 
was naturally supplemented with comments and 
anticipations as to the Tuberculosis Order, 1914. 
This subject received a large share of attention from 
the audience, and the discussion was long and 
lively, so that it was an hour past noon by the 
time it was concluded. 

Mr. G. P. Male’s paper, “ Notes on the Eradication 
of Tuberculosis from Dairy Herds,” was more purel 
technical than either of the others, and this, an 
the prospect of the afternoon excursions, which 
were timed to start at 2 p.m. and 2.30 p.m., easily 
accounted for the thinning of the audience—only 
veterinary surgeons remained. But there was a 
good discussion, to which the President, Prof. 
Wooldridge, Messrs. A, Holburn and J. C. Coleman 
contributed, and which brought out several differ- 
ences and difficulties. Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, Presi- 
dentof the Section, wasa strong, tactful, and efficient 
Chairman, and with the Secretary, Mr. J. A. Dixon, 
of Leeds, and the Essayists, was heartily thanked at 
the close of the Conference. 

The day’s proceedings aredistinctly one more justi- 
fication for the continuance of these Conferences 
in connection with the Royal Sanitary Institute. 


TENTH INTERNATIONAL VETERINARY CONGRESS. 
Toe Dinner—A CORRECTION. 


An unfortunate error in typing occurred in relation 
to applications for seats at the dinner on Lege om 
August 5th. The MS. runs:—“‘That they sho 
be sent in not before the 28th July.” The word VOT’ 
should not have appeared. It was intended to read :— 
" ications should be sent in BEFORE the 28th 


July.”—Believe me, yours truly, 


Stewart STocKMAN. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Tue EstIMATION oF THE JDoa’s AGE BY THE 
Inctsor TEETH. 


Friedrich Boenisch has published (Archiv. fur 
wissenschaftl. wnd prakt. Tierheilkunde) the result 
of investigations he has made upon this subject. 
His observations were made upon 220 dogs, whose 
ages could be accurately stated by their owners 

e finds that the large breeds (St. Bernards, 
Leonbergers, hunting dogs, greyhounds, etc.) are 
those in which the incisors give the surest indica- 
tions as to age. In these breeds, as a rule, the 
upper and lower incisors are in accurate apposition, 
and the feeding and general conditions are usually 
more regular and natural than in the case of the 
small breeds. 

The estimation of the age by the teeth is the 
most uncertain in dogs having either undershot or 
overshot jaws. In consequence of this condition 
the incisors are not evenly worn, and, in addition, 
the hardness of the teeth varies in the individual 
breeds. Feeding, general management, and the 
use to which the animal is put, all have their influ- 
ence upon the wear of the teeth. 

Diseases appearing during the developmental 

iod of the permanent teeth, and also chronic 
iseases of the digestive apparatus in later years, 
have a marked effect upon the wear of the teeth. 
Sets of teeth which develop during the existence of 
distemper are weaker and smaller than otherwise, 
their lateral processes are often either only partially 
or not at all developed, and their disposition is often 
irregular. Teeth of this kind often cause errors, 
or at least great difficulties, in estimating the age. 

If in the later years diseased conditions appear 
which render the biting and swallowing of hard 
food (bones) impossible, then the teeth almost 
cease to wear further. They usually, however, 
become stained light or dark brown by deposits of 
tartar. 

Frequent parturition or difficult parturitions 

recipitate the falling out of the teeth. The author 
io seen bitches which, at ages of from seven to 
nine years, had lost four or occasionally all six of 
the lower incisors.—(Berliner Tier. Woch.) 


A Case or Mink Fever. 


Arnold, a district veterinary surgeon of Alsenz, 
records (Jahresbericht bayer Tierdrzte) the follow- 


ing case. 

Gn May of last year he was asked to treat a cow on 
account of a mastitis combined with loss of appetite. 
His examination confirmed the existence of mas- 


titis. Fever was present, and the author attri- 
buted the loss of appetite to the combined effect 
of the fever and the pain inthe udder. The owner 
was not present at this examination. 

About ten o’clock that night Arnold was again 
suddenly called to the same cow, which was said 
to be now attacked by milk fever, 

he cow had calved eight weeks previously. On 
arrival, Arnold found typical symptoms of milk 


fever present. Treatment was immediately insti- 
tuted, and the condition was quickly relieved. 
The owner now informed Arnold that, in the 
family from which this cow had descended, he 
had already repeatedly been able to observe cases 
of milk fever at surprisingly long times after calv- 
ing.—(Miinchener Tier. Woch.) 


EASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
NationaL V.M.A.—SouTHEeRN BRANCH. 


A meeting was held on Tuesday, June 16th, at the 
Cups Hotel, Colchester. The President (Mr. W. L. 
Little), occupied the chair and supporting him were 
Prof. N. Almond, London ; Messrs. J. Basil Buxton, 
W. H. Brown, London ; H. F. Doune, Diss; A. Holl, 
New Buckenham; T. G. Heatley, Woodbridge; W. 
Shipley, Yarmouth; J. J. Scott, F. Morton Wallis, 
Halstead ; T. J. Faithfull, Lavenham ; S. Smith, jun., 
Lowestoft ; R. Leach, Newmarket ; H. Blount Nixon, 
Haverhill ; R. C. Tayler, Colchester ; W. Turtill, Wick- 
ham Market ; W. Caudwell, Chertsey; O. S. Broad- 
hurst, Sudbury ; T. E. Haugh, A. C Holl, Hon. Sec. 
New Buckenham. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were received from 
Sir John M‘Fadyean, Prof. Hobday, Messrs. H. Low, 
M. Bray, J. F. Thurston, W. Waters, A. Santy, S. 
Smith, sen., C. C. Nesling, H. Buckingham, B. W. 
Blomfield, J. Buckingham, F.L.Gooch, J. E. Kitchin, 
T. E. Auger, H. P. Standley, H. E. Wilkinson,’ J. H. 
Jenkins, T. E. Barcham, J. Hammond, J. K. Gooch, 
P. Cleveland, E. A. Hudson, F. Barr, E. Margarson 
ey Turner, Major Holmes, and Captains Bone a 

omas. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Mr. W. L. Lirtte. 


Gentlemen,—I am glad of this opportunity of ex- 
pressing to you my thanks and deep —— of 
the honour 7 have conferred upon me by electing me 
President of your Society. 

The honour is the greater, I think, when one considers 
that not only am I numbered among the younger mem- 
bers, but also among the recent ones. There is no 
doubt there are other members older both in member- 
ship and years, who could have filled the office better 
than myself, but having been elected, I felt justified 
in accepting, and will give my word todo my utmost 
to make my year of office a successful one, and endeav- 
our by every means in my power te carry out the 
objects of the Society. 

t has been customary with past Presidents to speak 
about the political aspect of the profession in their 
addresses ; with your permission I will only just touch 
upon this ag os leaving it to the able hands of our 
member, Mr. Shipley, who, I am sure, will avail himself 
of this opportunity of letting us know what is going on 
at the Council meetings of the R.C.V.S. 

Iam entirely in favour of our Bill, which has just 
been read for the first time in the House of Commons, 
and am deeply sorry that there is ne hope of it becom- 
ing law within a short time. The question has been 
asked—“ What are our Council going to do with the 
income they will derive from our annual registration 
fee?” I have no hesitation in saying that a use will be 
found for it, and only hope that it will be for a good 
object, and that we shall receive value for our money, 

Our Supplemental Charter, which will be added to 
the original before long, is padeabtedly a step in the 
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ight direction, giving members an opportunity, which 
io have not had be ore, to specialise. a 

This year will be hall-marked in the records of our 
the year the International Veteri- 


fession as bein 
fa its first meeting in England. As 


nary Congress he 


you all know these Congresses were instituted by a 


ellow countryman of ours—Gamgee—many years ago, 

and it is lamentable to relate that no Congress up to 
the present has been held in this country. It now 
behoves all members to do their utmost to make this 
meeting of veterinary surgeons from all nations a com- 
plete success. 

This last year has been a momentous one for the 
Board of Agriculture. Not only have they added 
advanced tuberculosis and mange of horses, asses and 
mules to the Schedule of Notifiable Diseases, but have 
had several serious outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease 
to deal with, besides doing a large amount of good work 
on contagious abortion of cattle and sheep, swine fever, 
and scrapie. 

From an agricultural standpoint it is most satisfac- 
tory the way in which the frequent outbreaks of foot- 
onandh disease have been stamped out, but un- 
satisfactory to think that in several instances no direct 
source of infection could be traced ; this must make the 
disease most difficult to deal with. The process of 
stamping out is undoubtedly a most expensive one, and 
if fresh outbreaks are to keep occurring it is doubtful 
if the Government Exchequer will continue to find 
funds to do so; in the event of their not doing so a great 
hardship would undoubtedly eusue on cattle keepers 
throughout the country. At this time of the year when 
our marshes are stocked with cattle costing hundreds of 
pounds, an outbreak in this district would be a dire 
calamity, and no one can blame the Executive Com- 
mittees of our County Councils for taking the precau- 
tionary measures which they did. 

The report of the Commission to inquire into the 
“Use of Serum as a Preventive of Swine Fever,” does 
not hold out much hope of its being of benefit to pig- 
“keepers, but it is satisfactory to know that no stone is 
being left unturned to try and combat this disease, 
which causes so much loss and inconvenience. 

I might here mention that I should like to suggest to 
you that the serum treatment of swine erysipelas be 

iven a trial. Some of you may have done so; if so I 
ould like at some future time to have your experience 
of it recorded at one of our meetings. I myself have 
used it in a small way lately, and hope to give you the 
results later. 

The Tuberculosis Order is doing an immense amount 
of good, both to cattle breeders and the general public, 
by removing from our herds the chief source of infection 
of bovine tuberculosis—the umount of good done can- 
not be at present estimated, the benefit will be felt in 
after years. Unfortunately it is my rae that 
cowkeepers do not report until compelled by their 
veterinary surgeon. 

The new Milk and Dairies Bill now before Parlia- 
ment will, when it becomes law, supplement the Order 
and bring the inspection of dairies throughout the coun- 
try toacommon level. Notifiable cases of the disease 
will in this way be brought to light. 

The new regulations with regard to dealing with 
suspected outbreaks of anthrax have been, I think, an 
improvement on the old method of dealing with this 
disease. In the first instance no proper statistics could 
be obtained, as often suspected cases, whether certified 
or not, were included in the returns. Now no cases are 
returned as such unless certified by the inspector and 
endorsed by the officers of the Board. It must also be 
an advantage to an inspector to have his diagnosis veri- 
fied by an 

I have recently of complaints by local inspectors 
of the Board not agreeing with their diagnosis. We 


must admit that the Board are capable of diagnosing 
anthrax from a blood smear, and we must remember 
that the smears are prepared by the inspector on the 


spot. 

The Parasitic Mange Order has been the means of 
reducing the number of these cases considerably. 

Our position makes it imperative for us to report to 
the proper authorities the existence of scheduled 
diseases at the earliest opportunity, and so help to 

revent the aoe of these scourges as much as possi- 

le. When the veterinary attendant is not the inspec- 
tor, he should co-operate with him, as it is only by such 
means success can only be obtained early. 

Contagious abortion has lately been extensively in- 
vestigated in the Southern Counties by the officers of 
the rd. Large areas have been, I believe, scheduled, 
and the disease made notifiable. Attempts are being 
made to combat the disease by inoculations and isola- 
tion ; to-day we have the capettenny of hearing some- 
thing of these methods from Mr. Buxton. 

Just lately the Norfolk Veterinary Inspectors’ Asso 
ciation have sent a deputation te the Norfolk Chamber 
of Agriculture to discuss the question of dealing with 
the disease in Norfolk. I was fortunate in being 
present at the Veterinary Inspectors’ meeting when the 
deputation was arranged, and owing to the kindness of 
the Chairman, was allowed to join in the discussion. 
Although I entirely agreed with the idea of a deputa- 
tion, and the scheme they formulated to deal with the 
disease if the occasion allowed, as President of your 
Society I had to take exception to the method in which 
the matter was arranged. I was of the opinion that 
as this disease is not scheduled in Norfolk and the 
veterinary practitioners that are not inspectors would be 
asked to co-operate with the inspectors to carry out their 
scheme, these practitioners who are not inspectors 
should have had some voice in the formation of a depu- 
tation, and have been consulted as to the method of 
carrying out their scheme to combat the disease. 

Mr. 8. Smrru, Jun., said the Presidential address was 
very interesting, but it was the rule that there should 
be no comments upon it. He would, however, move a 
hearty vote of thanks to him for it. 

Mr. F. Morton WALLIS seconded, and this was car- 
ried, and briefly acknowledged by the President. 


New MEMBERS. 


Mr. H. Buount Nixon, Haverhill ; Mr. W. Ratres, 

Fundenhall ; and Mr. O.S8. Broapuurst, Sudbury, were 
roposed by the President as new members, and the 

4 Sec. seconded these nominations. 

Mr. R. E. Leacu, of Newmarket, was nominated by 
Mr. S. Smith, Jun. The Hon, Sec. seconded. 

Mr. J. P. Swan, Lavenham, was nominated by Mr. F. 
Morton Wallis. 

The Hon. Sec. seconded, and all five nominations 
were accepted, these gentlemen to come up for i 
at the next meeting. 


INSURANCE FEEs. 


A circular letter was received from the National 
Veterinary Association with regard to a e of fees 
for services rendered to insurance companies, and on the 
proposal of the President it was resolved that a copy 
of the proposed scale should be sent to each member, 

‘anita nstitute Congress.—The Hon. 
eid he had a Moar an intimation that the annual 
Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute would be held 
at Blackpool from July 6th to 11th. The Society was 
invited to subscribe one guinea for the privilege of 
sending a delegate. 

Mr. SHIPLEY proposed that no action be taken. Mr, 
A. Hol! seconded, and this was carried. 


‘water are readily appreciated, Even assuming 
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Neat Meeting. Mr. SHIPLEY moved that the autumn 
meeting be held at Yarmouth in September. Mr. W. 
Turtill seconded, and this was agreed to. 

CRYPTORCHIDISM IN THE Doc. 


Mr. S. Smrru, Jun., said he had recently had a case 
that might be of interest to some of the members. The 
subject was an Irish terrier, about nine years old. He 
found it ina very collapsed condition and apparently 
dying. He suspected an obstruction or stoppage, and 
making an examination through the abdominal wall, 
felt what he took to be a tumour or obstruction. He 
found the prostate gland very much enlarged, and came 
to the pend ote the dog was suffering froma stoppage 
through some growth. He told the owner that the 
only possible chance was an operation, and took the dog 
to his surgery. It was anesthetised with chloroform, 
as quicker and more suitable than morphia. He made 
an incision 1} to 2 inches to the left of the middle line. 
On bringing the obstruction to the surface he discovered 
it was not a growth but merely an enlarged testicle of 
the size of a small apple, and weighing 1$ ounces. He 
examined the scrotum and found only one testicle, no 
larger than a small bean. He removed the testicle and 
applied ligatures. Owing to the thickness of the abdo- 
minal wall he had to put in three sutures. For three 
days there was an enormous fcetid discharge, then the 
wound did well, and in eight days the abdominai wound 
was practically healed. For some extraordinary reason 
the operation brought about the dog’s speedy recovery, 
and he had gone on well ever since. The prostate 
gland bad decreased. The testicle removed was six 
times the normal size. He wondered if anybody else 
had met a case of cryptorchidism in the dog. 


THE DIAGNOSIS AND PREVENTION OF 
BOVINE EPIZOOTIC ABORTION. 


By J. Bast, Buxton, F.R.C.V.S., D.V.H. 


The study of the etiology of bovine epizoetic abortion 
has received considerable attention in this and other 
countries — recent years. The significance of the 
organism first described by Bang in 1897 in the causa- 
tion of the disease has been fully appreciated in 
America as well as in Europe, and the specificity of the 
bacillus appears to have been as firmly established in 
that Continent as in this. The losses occasioned to 
dairymen and stock rearers in certain of this 
country by the disease are serious, and although there 
has been a slight decrease since the og oy mnt in 
hygienic conditions, much yet remains to be done in the 
way of prevention. The methods of transmission of the 

are now well known, and much benefit has re- 
sulted from this knowledge, but on farms where con- 
tagious abortion exists, the protection of clean animals 
is not tasile effected by their most careful isolation. It 
is frequently stated than on affected farms the disease 
dies out in the course of a few years as a result of an 
sony immunity on ae of the adult animals as 
well as their offspring. While such a result may be 
obtained on those farms on to which no fresh cows are 
introduced, in the majority of cases fresh animals are 
constantly being purchased, and when such is the case 
the disease will persist indefinitely. Moreover, animals 
sold from such an affected area may act as carriers, a 


so infect premises previously clean in this respect. It 


is a well established fact that cows can, and frequently 
do, abort more than once as a result of the metritis 
caused by B. abortus, and further that virgin animals 
may be infected prior te coitus and yet not escape the 
almost invariable consequence of infection. The diffi- 
culties which therefore attend the eradication of the 
disease by means of irrigations with antiseptics or warm 


every bovine animal on a farm were treated in this 
manner and the causal agent rendered inactive in situ, 
fresh cattle should certainly not be introduced for a 
considerable time, if the proper steps are to be taken to 
eradicate the disease, and this fact alone is frequently a 
great hardship from the owner’s point of view. 

Again, a cow may be infected and infective and yet not 
abort, so that the owner has no season to suspect the 
animal to be affected while it is capable of acting as a car- 
rier and of spreading the disease on that and other farms. 
When epizootic abortion first makes its appearance on 
a farm there are usually but few abortions during the 
first year. The number increases during the second 
year, and during the third or fourth year has attained 
its maximum. In ether cases a new cow is introduced 
into what was previously an abortion-free farm, and 
subsequently nearly all the cows on that farm will 
abort. Another point of interest is that many cows will 
carry their calves fullterm although themselves infected 
and acting as carriers. 

From these facts it is obvious that in order to deal 
successfully with a herd affected with this disease, early 
diagnosis and efficient protection are essential. 

D1acGnosis. 

The clinical diagnosis of epizootic abortion is ex- 
tremely unsatisfactory. The disease is insidious, and 
there are no well marked symptoms. Swelling of the 
udder is suggested asa useful indicator, but while such 
an enlargement may be noticed some time before abor- 
tion in animals in the later stages of pregnancy, in 
others there is no noticeable swelling, and in any case 
this enlargement is not a diagnostic feature of the 
disease. Swelling and relaxation of the vulva accom- 
panied by a mucous discharge does not indicate abor- 
tion due to Bang’s bacillus, as distinguished from abor- 
tion due to some outside agent, unless the specific 
organism can be demonstrated either microscopically 
or culturally ; and even then only a positive diagnosis 
is of value. Early diagnosis by these means is impossi- 
ble and one is compelled to resort to either the aggluti- 
nation or complement fixation test. 

In this country M‘Fadyean and Stockman (1) were 
the first to investigate possible methods of diagnosis, 
and ig Holth carried out similar investiga- 
tions in Denmark. The result of the experiments 
carried out by the former investigators on 15 cows 
showed that while the serum of non-infected cows gave 
no aguzeteation in dilutions of 1: 25, that of experi- 
mentally infected animals showed, with one exception, 
agglutination in dilutions higher than 1:25, in most 
cases 1:100. As a result of these experiments they 
concluded that in view of the slight difference in the 
agglutinating power of the serum of infected and non- 
intected animals, confidence could not be placed in the 

t 


test. 

Holth’s preliminary report (2) recorded tests on 39 
cows which had aborted and 7 normal animals. The 
serum of 37 of the 39 infeeted cows showed agglutina- 
tion in dilutions of 1 : 100, 1 in a dilution of 1 : 50, and 
one was negative, while that of the seven normal ani- 
mals was negative. 

Wall (3) as a result of tests carried out on 1100 cows 
came to the conclusion that the agglutination test alone 
was fairly reliable, but was not so specific as the com- 


nd | plement fixation test. This investigator showed that 


abortion immune serum showed complete agglutination 
in dilutions of 1 : 2000. , 

Zwick and Brill (4) found that non-infected serum 
might agglutinate in dilutions of 1 : 32, but not higher, 
while infected serum in dilutions 
1 : 120 te 1: 16,000. 190 cows tested, in 6 only was 
the diagnosis doubtful. 

M‘Fadyean, Sheather, and Minett (0) recently showed 


that | that in the case of a number of bovine animals experi- 
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mentally infected, the agglutination titre varied from 
1 : 100 to 1 : 2000. 

In the case of 50 animals which have been naturally 
infected I have found the agglutinating titre to vary 
from 1 : 20 to 1 : 4500. 

From the evidence available it would appear that the 
agglutination test alone, in the case of natural infection, 
is in most cases reliable, but in some instances the titre 
is not sufficiently high to render the diagnosis by this 
method entirely satisfactory. 


CoMPLEMENT FIXATION. 


The complement fixation test is one of the most 
specific of known biological reactions, and since its 
comparatively recent introduction into veterinary 
science has been largely employed in the diagnosis of 
glanders (6), and later in the diagnosis of contagious 
abortion (7), (8), and other diseases of the lower animals. 
The results obtained by M‘Fadyean and Stockman in 
this country, Holth and Wall in Denmark, and by Sur- 
face and others in America, tend to show that this 
method of diagnosis is the most reliable of all known 
methods. With this conclusion I am entirely in agree- 
ment and have found on several occasions that whereas 
in the case of the agglutination test alone the diagnosis 
was somewhat doubtful, when the combined test was 
employed the element of uncertainty was removed. 
Moreover, it is possible to diagnose contagious abor- 
tion very soon after infection. In the case of experi- 
mental animals, rabbits, goats, and cows, I have found 
the agglutinating titre to rise after the third or fourth 
day following infection and the complement binding 
titre after the second to sixth days. he increase- in 
antibodies was found to be similar subsequent to the 
injection of either living or killed organisms. In the 
case of a heifer which had been purchased from a clean 
farm and introduced into an “abortion farm,” I was 
able to demonstrate, ten days after its change of 
habitat, an agglutinating titre of 1: 100 and a comple- 
ment binding titre of 0°05. I was unfortunately unable 
to test her prior to her removal] to the infected area, 
but there was no reason to suppose that she could have 
become infected on the previous farm. 

It is evident, therefore, that an early and definite 
diagnosis of infection with B. abertus can be made by 
these methods. 

With regard to protection against the disease, at the 
request of several veterinary surgeons in Kent I decided 
10 months ago to carry out some experiments in this 
connection. 

Asa result of an accidental discovery that two strains 
of B. abortus in my possession were capable of produc- 
ing abortion in rabbits as well as guinea-pigs, when 
introduced per vaginam or per os, I decided to confine 
my preliminary experiments to the former animals, on 
account of the conveniently short period of gestation. 
Twenty-four full wn non-pregnant female rabbits 
received weekly injections of a saline suspension of B. 
abortus which had been killed by heating for one hour 
at 60°C. Three injections were given, the dose being 
5, 10, and 25 thousand million organisms, From three 
to four weeks after the last injection the animals were 
served, and all were infected by means of a saline sus- 
pension of living organisms which had been grown for 
24 hours on surface glycerine agar. All were infected 
48 hours after coitus. 

Of the 24 animals 6 were infected by the intravenous 
injection of 0°5 c.c. of a rich suspension of living organ- 
isms, and all aborted during the third week of 
pregnancy. 

Nine were infected by the administration of 2 c.c. of 
the same suspension per os, and all went full time and 
produced normal young, while of three normal control 
rabbits two aborted, and one produced normal young, 


Nine protected rabbits were infected per vaginam 
and of these eight produced normal young, while one 
aborted. Three normal control rabbits infected in a 
similar way all aborted. 

‘'wenty adult non-pregnant female rabbits were 
infected 24 hours after coitus, ten per os and ten per 
vaginam. Eight from each of these two groups received 
subcutaneous injections of killed B. abortus in similar 
doses to the 24 rabbits originally protected. Four 
ark two from each group were kept as controls. 

Of the eight rabbits infected os, all produced 
normal young, while of those infected per vaginam 
five —— normal young and three aborted. 

Of the four control rabbits two were infected per os 
and two per vaginam. One of the two infected 08 
aborted, and one produced normal young, while two 
infected per vaginam aborted. ‘ 

The results obtained from these rabbit riments 
were obviously not entirely a success, for of the rabbits 
protected and subsequently infected ~ vaginam, while 
eight produced normal young, one aborted, and of the 
three control rabbits infected per os, one produced 
normal young, while two aborted. 

Of the twenty infected immediately after coitus and 
subsequently protected, while the eight infected J te os 
all produced normal young, three of the eight infected 
per vaginam aborted. 

It would appear, therefore, that infection per os in 
the rabbit, even when a strain of the organism patho- 
enic for that animal is employed, is not entirely satis- 
Seater Intravenous infection, in spite of previous 
attempts at protection, produced abortion in every case. 

These results were, however, sufficiently interesting 
to — a continuation of the experiments with other 
anim 


Goat EXPERIMENTS. 


Goat 1. One adult non-pregnant female goat 
received three subcutaneous injections of a saline sus- 
pension of kilied B. abortus in doses of 50, 100, and 200 
thousand million organisms at intervals of seven da 
Seven weeks later she was served, and two mont 
after coitus was infected per vaginam. She went full 
time and produced one normal young. The complement 
fixation titre which previous to the immunisation=0 
was found to rise steadily during the injections, and to 
have reached the maximum one month after the last 
injection, then being=0':0025. It then fell gradually, 
and immediately before the animal was infected was 
=0°005. Four days after the injection of living material 
into the vagina it—0°0001. Three weeks after the birth 
of the kid the complement binding titre had again 
fallen to 0°005, and the agglutinating titre was 1 : 1000. 

Goat 2. An adult female was protected in a similar 
manner. Two months after coitus she was infected 

os. She went full time and produced two full 
developed young which were breathing when delivers 
but owing to the length of time which elapsed du 
rturition (this being the first time that the ani 
had been bred from, and the kids large in proportion to 


the mother) subsequently died. The complement 
binding titre showed in this case also a somewhat simi- 
lar curve. 

After the injections the titre was found to have risen 
from 0 to 0°0025. Two months later it had fallen to 


0°01, and seven days after infection per os rose to 0°0025. 
Two months after parturition it had fallen to 02. 

Goat 3. An adult female was protected in a similar 
way to goats 1 and 2. Two months after coitus she was 
infected by an intravenous injection of living organisms 
and 48 hours later she aborted. 

Goat 4. An adult female was employed as a control. 
One month after coitus she was infected per vaginam, 
and aborted six weeks later. 


26 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


July 11, 1914 


the animals used in these experiments were 
few in number, the results were encouraging. While 
the animal which was protected and subsequently in- 
fected by the intravenous injections of living organisms 
aborted, those infected by large doses by the ordinary 
channels of entry of the organism resisted infection and 
the control animal aborted. Four different strains of 
B. abortus were used for protection, and a fifth and 
different strain for purposes of infection. In no case 
was it found possible to obtain cultures of the organism 
from the uterus of protected animals which had pro- 
duced young, but since it was not possible to recover 
the ae in every case from animals which had 
aborted, one was not able to attach much significance 
to this fact. 


Cow EXPERIMENTS. 


These experiments were carried out on farms on 
which contagious abortion was known to exist, and the 
veterinary surgeons in attendance were kind enough to 
inject the material with which [ supplied them for the 
protection of the animals, and subsequently to furnish 
me with reports. My thanks are especially due to Mr. 
Warren, F.B.c.v.s., of Hadlow, who has helped to fur- 
nish me with many important facts. . 

Farm 1. The serum of 11 cows was tested by both 
complement fixation and agglutination methods, and 
four were fonnd to react, the titres being 0°02 and 1 : 25 ; 
0°05 and 1 : 1000; 0°1 and 1: 300; and 0°02 and 1 : 500, 
Each of the cows received three subcutaneous injections 
of asaline suspension of killed B. abortus, the doses 
being 75, 150, and 300 thousand million organisms. One 
reactor was later slaughtered as she was in good condi- 
tion, and the other three calved normally. At the pre- 
sent time five of the seven non-reactors have calved 
normally, and the remaining two have not yet gone full 
time. 

Farm 2. There were on this farm 13 cows in all— 
eight old cows and five recent purchases. All the old 
cows had been on the farm two years, and the owner 
states that new cowsinvariably abort. Ofthe eight old 
cows four had aborted the previous calf. 

All the old cows and one new one showed complement 
binding titres to B. abortus. 

As in the case of Farm 1. all the cows were protected 
and received similar doses. Up to date 11 cows have 
calved normally, and two have not yet gone full time. 
This is the first occasion to the owner’s knowledge in 
which all the cows on this farm have calved normally. 

From the above short series of experiments no 
definite conclusions should be drawn. The results, 
however, especially in the case of the goats and cows, 
are highly encouraging, and I hope that by the co-opera- 
tion of country practitioners who have cases of this 
serious disease in their districts, I may have an oppor- 
tunity of further testing the efficacy of this method of 


protection. 
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Discussion. 


Prof. N. ALMonp said he had listened with a good 
deal of interest to the scientific details which Mr. 
Buxton had been good enough to impart. To many of 
them a paper of this kind was more or less like a foreign 
language, and before they could appreciate it at its true 
value it would be necessary for them to have the subject 
matter before them in order to derive the information 
which he was quite sure it would convey to them. The 
all recognised the gr2at importance of these experi- 
ments, and he had no doubt that the salvation of our 
stock in future would very largely depend upon the 
intelligence with which this experimental research was 
carried out. He knew that in this country it was quite 
in its infancy, and even at the present time, as in the 
past, a great deal of hindrance had been placed in the 
way of acquiring knowledge in this direction. Just now 
there seemed to be a little more realisation and recogni- 
tion of the necessity for such experiments. He hoped 
that in the near future the general public and the pro- 
fession would both profit by the results obtained. 

Contagious abortion had been familiar to him all his 

rofessional life, and a great many explanations were 
ormerly given of the phenomena as they presented 
themselves to the ordinary practitioner. Search was 
made everywhere for an explanation of the disastrous 
consequences to breeding herds, with certainly no satis- 
factory result. Though it had long been suspected, it 
was only comparatively: recently that its contagious 
character had been established. They all realised the 
importance of recognising the disease in its earliest 
stages, before an infected subject became a danger to 
other members of a herd. They would all admit that 
if those scientists who were working at this subject 
were able to put into the hands of a practitioner an 
instrument whereby he can verify the healthiness of an 
animal that was to be introduced into a herd, or ascer- 
tain a diseased one, they might be able to arrest the 
infection before a whole herd became infected. The 
experiments which the essayist had placed before them 
went to show that they had at present an imperfect 
instrument which tends towards this end, and he did 
not doubt that investigators would complete the diag- 
nostic means that are available to-day. He was not at 
car age engaged in a breeding practice and came very 
ittle in contact with cows, but at a former period of 

pee life he used to think he could distinguish 

tween ordinary abortion and that due to infection. 
The essayist dwelt briefly upon this point, and suggest- 
ed that the means at their disposal in ordinary clinical 
cases were such as could not be relied upon. He was 
afraid that. was true, but with regard to the infected 
cases they had always thought the ordinary symptoms 
of parturition were followed by catarrhal dischar, 
from the vagina. This condition was usual. Althoug 
the symptom was there in a case of ordinary abortion, 
yet it quickly ean pg and this was thought suffi- 
cient to — one from the other. The earlier 
method of dealing with it was with carbolic acid or by 
the administration of certain medicines, and at one 
time he was an advocate of it and practised the method 
fairly successfully, although it had since lost its 
position. 

Abortion did not always take place at the same time 
in different herds. In one herd it might be at the fifth 
month, and in another herd at a later or an earlier 
period. The practice he followed was to begin the 
administration a month or so before an expected abor- 
tion. He used 2 drachms of carbolic acid in half-a-pint 
of water three times a week, and the disease used 
gradually to die out. Naturally he attributed it to the 
means employed. 
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Mr. T. G. Heattey said he wished to thank Mr. 
Buxton for giving them this paper, though the first part 
of it was a little bit Dutch to country practitioners 
who could not quite follow it, but the latter part held 
out strong —_ that something could be done by 
inoculation. He found where the blood test was ap- 
plied in practice 14 or 15 animals reacted out of 35, and 
the difficulty then was to divide the cattle up into two 
different lots. In one case of the kind his client had 
not two sets of buildings and could not divide them, so 
that they were at a dead end. He gathered that Mr. 
Buxton had got a serum that could be used without 
dividing the cattle into two lots, which woull be a 
tremendous help to the ordinary farmer who, as a rule, 
had not two sets of buildings, and especially if he was 
producing milk. Where he has two sets of buildings 
they are often far apart, which would mean two lots of 

ilkmen and trouble and expense. 

In one case a cow aborted, but since then had carried 
three calves to the full term. This cow then gave a 
definite reaction. Would she be a source of danger to 
the others? It was three or four years since she aborted. 
He would be only too pleased if Mr. Buxton cared to 
fix him up with some serum to carry out experiments, 
as he plenty of opportunities in his district. If 
there was a serum that could be applied without divid- 
ing up a herd it would be a great benefit to agri- 
culturists. 

Mr. Buxton said he would like to thank Mr. Almond 
and Mr. Heatley for their remarks, from which he hoped 
a discussion would arise on the possibility of preven- 
tion. These experiments were obviously designed with 
the possibility of preventing disease, and he refrained 
from discussing treatment. Abortion was simply a 

ptom of disease, and the idea was to prevent it. 

rom the experiments he had carried out with the aid 
of Mr. Warren of Hadlow, they were hopeful of gettin 
some beneficial results. Some of them might feel dispo 
to offer him an earner of still further testing its 
efficacy. He would be only too pleased to send some of 
this protective vaccine to anybody who cared to try it, 
and he would only ask that they should let him know 
the results. With regard to the cow which aborted 
three years ago, he would suggest she was still probably 
infected and possibly a carrier. These cases were by 
no means uncommon, and there were plenty of them 
on record. In his experiments no attempts were made 
at isolation, and they simply started straight away 
with the inoculations. Efficient isolation was, except 
in very few cases, absolutely impossible. 

Mr. Heatvey said he could find more than one oppor- 
tunity and he knew farmers who would do anything to 
get rid of this disease. He knew a man who about 
two years ago established a herd of red polls. He got 
about forty cows, buying them from just anywhere, 
and before very long he had abortion break out. He 
was a rather keen scientific farmer, and was very eager 
to have this blood test applied. Having two sets of 
buildings he had the whole of his cattle tested three or 
four times. Those that reacted were separated from 
the others, and there had been no abortion in the health 
cattle for the past 15 months. The last time they we 
the test right through there were no reactions at all. 
Apparently this lot of cattle were quite freenow. Even 
the agglutination test seemed to be of great help in free- 
ing a herd for a man who can separate his reacting cows 
from those that do not react. 

The PresipENT said the members were very grateful 


to Mr. Buxton for coming to Colchester to give them |d 


the benefit of his experience and of the experiments he 
had made. He hoped he would continue his experi- 
ments, and they would all derive benefit from them. 
In discussing the diagnosis of this disease Mr. Buxton 
dealt very lightly with the method of finding the 
bacillus. It was one of the things which most practi- 


tioners could do for themselves, tho it was no easy 
matter, and he would be glad if Mr. Buxton gave them 
something more explicit as to the method of gatherin 
material and the time at which it should be gathe 
the method of staining, and something of the nature of 
the bacillus. He had looked for it several times and 
only the previous day he persuaded himself he had 
found it, but he had never had anybody sufficiently 
familiar with the bacillus to tell him whether he was 
right or not. He had ho Mr. Buxton would have 
shown them a slide so that they could have seen it 
properly. If they took the discharge directly after a cow 
aborted, or a portion of the wong mn before they be- 
came putrid and got just a smear fixed in the usual way 
stained with methylene blue, they could find clumps of 
the bacillus. They stained fairly dark. Some authori- 
ties said they stained bi-polar—that there were granules 
at each end which stain more than the central pertion. 
The bacillus he had found was small, shorter t the 
tubercle bacillus, but thicker. He generally found it in 
the cotyledons and placenta, and some in the discharge. 
Mr. Buxton had mentioned the question of isolation. 
This was extremely difficult. One client told him it 
was almost impossible, and he believed it was. As to 
the cow which slipped her calf three years ago and had 
not since ‘booted. te would suggest that if a cow was 
given a sufficient time to recover before she was put to 
the bull again she would probably be immune. hen a 
cow was not given sufficient time to recover from the 
disease before being put to the bull, the disease was 
carried on. Give her sufficient time to recover and the 
germ in the uterus having nothing to grow on more or 
less dies out. Mr. Buxton had spoken of using dead 
bacilli and said nothing about injecting live bacilli into 
maiden heifers or barren cows—a method practised b 
some who fancied they were ees good results. He 
thought dead bacilli was a method of trying to treat 
cases of abortion known to be already present. 

Mr. Buxton said he wished to thank the President 
for his remarks upon the paper. It was quite evident 
that there was no necessity for him to describe the 
method of getting the organism from the cotyledons 
and the method of staining it. He was glad the Pre- 
sident found it take methylene blue so sag. Spores 
personally, he had found it difficult, and for that reason 
always used Kiihn’s carbolic methylene blue, which 
was more penetrating, and showed the organisms up 
nicely. With regard to granules and bi-polar staining, 
this was what the text books told them to look for, but 
he frequently had difficulty in finding them. The 
organism was an extremely small one, and it was not 
an easy matter to demonstraic either granular or bi- 
polar staining. The circumstances that led him to sug 
gest that the cow referred to by Mr. Heatley might st 
be a carrier was that she reacted to the blood test com- 
paratively recently. Had the organisms died the abor- 
tion reaction would have been negative by now, or it 
would be extremely slight. Considerable work had 
been done in Germany and America with regard to pro- 
tecting animals with dead organisms, and investigators 
in both these countries were of the opinion that if they 
injected the {living Bacillus abortus, whether subcu- 
taneously or intravenously, into virgin animals or bar- 
ren cows, they were extremely likely to get abortion 
subsequently, use these organisms could apparently 
infect a poe gongs uterus and cause catarrhal me- 
tritis. He decided on dead organisms because the 
majority of his daily routine work was carried out with 
ead organisms in the preparation of anti-bacterial 
sera. It many instances it wae eses to produce as 
efficient protection by dead bodies as b a pro- 
vided suitable doses were employed, and in addition 
one did not get any disease. By this means they could 
produce a highly efficient anti-bacterial serum. 
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Mr. A. Hout said he had a flock ot ewes walking the 
land suffering from contagious abortion. There were 
about 300 of them, and some pedigree heifers were 
brought on the farm. As soon as they got on the farm 
they commenced to abort. Blood was taken from them 
all and sent to the College. Seven of them reacted, but 
two of them carried their calves which were alive now. 
Three that were said not to react aborted. Had the 
sheep anything to do with this? 

Mr. Buxton said he would suggest that the sheep 
were in all probability suffering from contagious abor- 
tion caused by Bang’s bacillus. Outbreaks of this kind 
pores, | sheep on a very extensive scale had been re- 
corded in other countries. Cases of contagious abor- 
tion amongstsheepdue to Bang’s bacillus were apparently 
at one time fairly common, and he should think these 
sheep suffered from that disease. He was extremely 
interested to hear of the experience with the serum 
test. The animals that did not react were not infected 
at the time the blood sample was taken, but probably 
they were infected very soon afterwards. It was the 
non-reactors that they had to protect. When animals 
that had reacted yet produced normal calves, it was 
only what one would expect. Probably the cows had 
aborted Ewer and the infection had died out or 
was on the point of dying out, or else these- animals 
were still affected slightly with metritis, but it was not 
sufficient to produce abortion. 

Mr. Heatuey asked what the finding of the Com- 
mission as to abortion in sheep was? He thought in 
only two cases was it found due to Bang’s bacillus. 

Mr. Buxton said that probably in sheep many cases 
of abortion, said to be of a contagious nature were due 
to some outside cause, such as fright. There were 
several instances on record, however, where outbreaks 
of abortion in these animals had been attributed to 
Bang’s bacillus. In other cases a spirochete, and 
organisms of the colon group had been described as the 
causal agents, and in one instance a streptococcus had 
been described as having produced abortion. 

Mr. HEaTLey said another question that was some- 
times asked them where there was abortion in cattle 
and then mares aborting—whether there was any con- 
nection between them. A man might have seven or 
eight mares in foal and get four or five abortions, and a 
veterinary was asked if there was any connection be- 
tween mares oy Ba a certain pasture or paddock 
where cows had n that had aborted. It was a 
question that had been put to him, and which had 
cropped up more than once in the breeding season. 

Mr. Buxton said that so far as he was aware there 
was no reliable evidence that mares became affected 
with Bang’s bacillus, and outbreaks of contagious abor- 
tion had n attributed to different organisms than 
Bang’s bacillus. In three cases of abortion in mares 
with which he came in contact two were caused by the 
organisms of the coli group, and the third by strepto- 
coccus. In each case, so far as he was aware, a different 
organism to Bang’s bacillus was described in the veter- 
inary journals. Dr. Jong described a bacillus of the 
paratyphoid group, Dassonville and Riviére a small 
organism which they claimed to be specific, and Oster- 
tag a streptococcus. 

Mr. W. TuRtTILu said that he considered contagious 
abortion ought to be a scheduled disease. There was 


‘a lot of traffic in these cattle in the country. When 


they slipped their calves another agg Sere was put 
on them and they were sent to market. There was no 
more likely way of spreading this disease. If it was 
scheduled this practice might be stopped and they 
would not hear so much about the disease. 

Mr. F. M. Watts said he had not had much ex- 
perience of this disease and therefore should not say 
much about it, but he hoped Mr. Buxton would not go 
away with the idea that the want of argument upon 


his paper was any sign of a want of appreciation. It 
was simply due to the members not knowing enough 
about the subject. He had had a little experience of it 
and found it die out on certain farms, and he naturally 
patted himself on the back when he saw that was the 
case. They often had these little stools knocked from 
underneath them. It was rather unkind, but it did 
them good. 

Mr. W. Surptey said he had little or nothing to say 
upon the paper other than that he appreciated it very 
much, but he would wait till he saw it in print when 
he would try to digest it. From what he had read 
and heard there was still a certain amount of doubt 
or variance between the authorities as to the causal 
organism and as to certain methods of treatment. It 
was good to see a fresh man in the field like Mr. Bux- 
ton, because sooner or later they would be sure to 
evolve some treatment that will be of benefit. If men 
like Mr. Heatley helped them in their work in this 
field they would get results all the sooner. Personally, 
he felt inclined to let the scientists struggle amongst 
themselves till they arrived at a happy solution of the 
difficulty and then he would ws their remedy. It was 
a matter of very great difficulty to provide isolation 
owing to the question of buildings, where there was, 
for instance, a herd of eighty to one hundred cows, 
some coming in, some going “er some calving at 
one time and some at another. The scheduling of the 
disease he thought would be rather difficult, but some- 
thing might be done by preventing the sale of cows 
known to have aborted. He proposed a hearty vote 
of thanks to Mr. Buxton for the kindness and trouble 
he had taken to prepare this paper, and for coming 
to Colchester to discuss this matter with them. 

Mr. F. M. Wattis seconded the vote which was 
carried with applause. 

Mr. Buxton said he was delighted to have had the 
opportunity of coming, and if it had given them as 
much pleasure to listen to his paper as it had given 
him to read it he was amply rewarded. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, 


FIRST MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


A meeting of Council was held at the College, 10 Red 
Lion 5 ag iy London, W.C., on Friday afternoon, 3rd 
July, Mr. J. H. Carter, President, occupying the chair. 

The following members were present :—Maj.-Gen. 
Pringle, Maj.-Gen. Thomson ; Professors Bradley, Mc- 
Call, Sir John M‘Fadyean, Mettam, and Shave ; 
Messrs. Abson, Banham, Barrett, Brittlebank, Clark- 
son, Coleman, Dunstan, Garnett, Howard, Lawson, 
Mason, McI. McCall, McKinna, Mulvey, Packman, 
Price, Share-Jones, Shipley, Slocock, Sir Stewart 
Stockman, Messrs. Sumner and Wharam ; Mr. Thatcher 
(Solicitor), and Mr. Fred Bullock (Secretary). 


WeELcoME TO New Members or Counctt. 


The PrestpENT : Gentlemen, previous to commencing 
the business pee, might I just offer my apologies for 
my unavoidable absence at the annual meeting, and 
also express my grateful thanks to Mr. Price for so ably 
conducting that meeting in my absence? I also tender 
my sincere congratulations to those gentlemen who were 
successful in the recent election of Council, and more 
particularly do I extend a hearty welcome in the name 
of this Council to the gentlemen who to-day for the 
first time grace this Board. (Hear, hear). 
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MINUTES. 


The minutes of the last meeting, which had been 
—— and circulated, were taken as read and con- 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. 


The PresipENT: The next business is the election of 
a President for the ensuing twelve months. May I ask 
some gentleman to kindly pro a name? 

Sir Stewart Stockman : It is my very great privi- 
lege to propose a gentleman to occupy this very honour- 
able position, who is very well known to all of you, 
who is noted for his public spiritedness, his inter- 
est in the profession, and the amount of work 
he has done without reward and without seeking any 
reward. I feel that to say very much about him would 
be almost to assume that you did not know him as well 
as I do. In these few words I would like to propose 
that Mr. Garnett he elected President. (Cheers). 

Mr. Lawson : I would like to second that. 

The PresipeNt: The name has been submitted of 
Mr. Garnett. Is there any other member you would 
like to name before I put it to the meeting ? 

The resolution was then put and carried with accla- 
mation. 

[The chair was then vacated by Mr. Carter, who pro- 
ceeded to hand his robe and chain of office to the newly- 
elected President). 

After doing so, Mr. Carrer said: Mr. Garnett, may 
I have the pleasure of placing you in the chair as m 
successor as President of this College? Sincerely do I 
congratulate you on the great position that you have 
this day attained by the unanimous wish of your brother 
Councillors. Itis an honour which I am sure you will 
appreciate. I hope that you will have a happy and 
prosperous year, and that the profession will continue 
to prosper under your guidance and wise rule. 

e chair was then taken, amid hearty cheering, by 
Mr. Garnett. 

The PresipENT (Mr. Garnett): Gentlemen, I need 
net say how greatly I appreciate the honour that you 
have conferred upon me. I had not the slightest inten- 
tion of accepting the position when I came up to 
London, even if I were pressed. But there has been 
conveyed to me, from my friends around this Board, 
such an expression that I should allow myself to be 
nominated and to occupy the position that I felt, 
although I was totally opposed to it myself, and for 
personal considerations did not wish to accept it, that 
as the wish had been so unanimous it was a duty that 
I could not refuse. (Hear, hear). I can only trust and 
hope that, at theend of my year of office, you will be 
able to say that I have tried, to the best of my ability, 
to fill the high position in which [ am placed. I thank 

ou most sincerely for electing me as President, especially 
in this year. (Cheers). 


ELEcTION oF Six VicEe-PRESIDENTS. 


The following gentlemen were unanimously elected 
Vice-Presidents of the College: Messrs. J. H. Carter 
— President), Share-Jones, Clarkson, McKinna, 

wson, and Slocock. 

ELEcTION oF TREASURER. 


The Prestpent: The next business is the election 
of Treasurer. I have very much pleasure in moving that 
Mr. Mulvey be re-elected the Treasurer of the College. 
(Cheers). 

Mr. Mason: I second that. 

The Presipent: [ may say that in Mr. Mulvey, so 
long as he will consent to be the Treasnrer, we have a 
Treasurer in whom the whole of the profession has 
entire confidence. (Hear, hear). We know that he will 
not allow any expenditure to be incurred that is not 
absolutely necessary and essential for the benefit of the 


rofession. I have very much pleasure in putting Mr. 

ulvey’s name before you as our oe At the 
same time I am open to receive any other nomination. 
Is there any other nomination for the post of Treasurer? 
(Cries of “ No.”) 

The resolution was then put and carried by accla- 
mation. 

Mr. Mutvey, who was received with cheers on risi 
to reply, said: Gentlemen, I thank you for the renew 
of your confidence. You may rely upon it that I shall 
take the same care of the finances of this College in 
the future as I have endeavoured to do heretofore. 
(Hear, hear). 


ELECTION OF SECRETARY AND REGISTRAR. 


The Prestpent : The next business is the election of 
a Secretary and Registrar. Again I have pleasure in 
proposing the name of Mr. Bullock as Secretary and 
Registrar. (Hear, hear). I am sure it dees not need 
any words from me to urge his re-election ; we all ap- 
preciate the gr. at work he has done for us since his 
election to that position. (Hear, hear). 

Mr. Carter: May I, as the retiring President, second 
that motion, sir, with the greatest pleasure. Anybody 
who has acted as President of this College, which has 
such an admirable Secretary as Mr. Bullock, cannot 
help admiring his qualities. He is of wonderful 
assistance to the President, and he makes the Presi- 
dent’s duties very much lighter than they otherwise 
would be. 

The resolution was carried with acclamation. 

The Secrerary (Mr. F. Bullock): Mr. Chairman aad 
gentlemen, I thank you very much indeed for my re- 
election, especially for the manner of it. 


Vore or THANKS TO Mr. CARTER. 


The Prestpent: Before we close this formal meeting 
I desire to propose a hearty vote of thanks to the retir- 
ing President, Mr. Carter. (Hear, hear). I feel that Mr. 
Carter’s year of office has been one which has carried 
with it great progress and great success in regard to the 
veterinary profession. I have more especially in my 
mind the very great advances which have been made in 
the position of the profession under the new Milk and 
Dairies Bills. This Idothink, is a great advance—an 
advance that we do not at the present time appreciate. 
I have every reason to hope that these Bills will be 
carried through, so far as they relate to the protease, 
practically as they stand, aud we must all re ise 
that it is in Mr. Carter’s year of office that this work has 
been carried out. lam sure I am voicing the opinion 
of all of you when I say that we think Mr r has 
carried out the office of President in a most excellent 
manner, and tothe entire satisfaction of the profession. 
(Cheers) 

Mr. Mutvey: Mr. President, as I had the honour 
of proposing Mr. Carter as President of this College I 
hope you will allow me to second this resolution. In 
doing so I can only say that Mr. Carter has fulfilled all 
that was expected of him; he has carried out the 
duties of the office in every way satisfactorily to the 
Council. (Hear, hear). 

The resolution was put and carried with acclamation. 

Mr. Carter: Mr. President, Mr. Mulvey, and 
gentlemen, I can hardly find words in which to express 
my gratitude forthe kind way in which you have put 
forth this vote, and for the very unanimous manner in 
which it has been accepted. It is certainly most grati- 
fying to me, knowing as I do my many failings and 
shortcomings, especially the fact that I am not, unfortu- - 
nately, blessed with over-confidence, to know that I 
have carried out my duties to your satisfaction. What 
I have done I have done to the utmost of my ability. 
I express my grateful thanks to every one of the mem- 
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bers of the Council for the great courtesy which has 

been extended to me at all times during my Presidency. 

It is most pleasing to hear that the profession has, in a 

slight degree, during my year of office. 

a I thank you one and all for your kindness. 
eers 

This concluded the ordinary meeting of Council. 


QUARTERLY MEETING. 


A quarterly meeting of Council was held immediately 
following the ordinary meeting. Mr. F. W. Garnett, J.P. 
(President) occupied the chair, and the same members 
were present as at the previous meeting. 


MINUTES. 


On the motion of Mr. Clarkson, seconded by Mr. Mc- 
Kinna, the minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
as and confirmed. 


OsitTuaRY. 
The Secretary read the Obituary List. 
CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The Secretary reported that he had received a long 
letter, consisting of about 30 from Mr. Sardar 
Shah, Khan Sahib, Professor of the Punjab Veterinary 
College, Lahore, with regard to his election as an Hon. 
Associate of the College. 

Mr. Moutvey : I think, sir, the best way of dealing 
with this matter would be to refer it to the Honorary 
Associates Committee, to bring up a report on it at our 
next meeting. 

Stockman : Could we know what it is 
about 

The Secretary: It is an application for his election 
as an Honorary Associate. 

Sir Stewart Stockman: For him to be elected an 
Associate ? 

The Secretary: Yes. Theletter is a very long one. 

Sir Srewart Stockman : I do not think we should 
refer it to a committee if that is the purport of the 
letter. These things are not given by request. 

_ Axsson : I move, sir, that the letter lie on the 
table. 

General Toomson : I second that. 

Mr. Price: I do not think we should let it lie on the 
table. We do not know its contents. It would be better 
to refer it to the Committee. 

The PRESIDENT : This isan application for his elec- 
as an Honorary Associate. It is very unusual for gentle- 
men toapply themselves. I think the best way would 
be to let the matter go to the Honorary Associates 
Committee ; that is the best way of dealing with it. 

Mr. Anson: Then, with the permission of General 
Thomson, I withdraw my proposition. 

The resolution—that the letter be referred to the 
Honorary Associates Committee—was put and carried 
unanimously. 


The Secretary: The only other correspondence is a 
letter from Mr. Trigger apologising for his absence from 
to-day’s meeting. 

Rieut or Way. 

The Secretary : I have to report that on June 24th, 
in accordance with annual custom, I passed through 
the gateway into Yorkshire Grey Yard in order to 
maintain the right of way of the College. 

Mr. Asson : Were there any witnesses ? 

The Secretary: Yes sir, there were several wit- 
nesses. 

Finance CoMMITTEE. 

Mr. Lawson read the following — of a meeting 
of the Finance Committee held on Friday, 3rd July, 
1914 :— 


Covmpentionse, a) A letter was received from Prof. 
G. H. Wooldridge ws regard to the account of 10s. 6d. 
sent to him for the use of the library for a Sub-com- 
mittee meeting of the National Veterinary Association, 
and it was resolved that the action of the officers of the 
College be approved. 

(4) A letter was received from Mr. George Thatcher 
with regard to agents’ charges, and it was resolved that 
the matter be left in the hands of the Treasurer to 
arrange with the Solicitor. 

Financial Statement. The Treasurer submitted his 
financial statement, showing liabilities amounting to 
£154 13s. 9d. It was resolved that the financial state- 
ment be approved, and that the Treasurer be authorised 
to pay the liabilities shown, together with cheques for 
pad a Po salaries, examiners’ fees and expenses, and 
examination expenses, gas, electric light. 

On the motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Mr. 
McKinna, the report was received and adopted. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the report of a meeting of the 
Registration Committee held on Thursday, July 2nd, 
1914, which stated that evidence was submitted show- 
ing that Mr. Amos Wilkinson, whose name was re- 
moved from the Register in April, 1913, was still using 
the title of Member, and it was resolved that a prosecu- 
tion be instituted. 

The Secretary was instructed to communicate with a 
Member charged with advertising, stating that, in the 
opinion of the Council, he was violating the Bye-law of 
the College with regard to advertising, and uesting 
him to withdraw his permission for the use of his name 
in the advertisement complained of. 

It was resolved, in regard to another Member who 
was charged with advertising, that he be ordered to 
appear at the next meeting to show cause why his name 
heat not be removed from the Register. 

The Solicitor reported in the case of a non-member 
using the title that a prosecution had been instituted, 
and a conviction obtained with a fine of 40s. and costs. 

The Secretary read the reply received from the Home 
Secretary in the case of a non-member applying the 
mallein test under the Coal Mines Act, which was con- 
sidered satisfactory. 

Five other cases were ordered to stand over for fur- 
ther enquiry, and it was resolved in another case that 
there was no cause for action on the part of the 
Committee. 

Application for Restoration. An application was 
received from Mr. E. A. Wilshaw for the restoration of 
his name, it having been removed under Section 5, Sub- 
section (4) of the Act. It was resolved that the name 
of Mr. E. A. Wilshaw be restored to the Register of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. Price, 
the Council resolved itself into committee in order to 
discuss a cas? mentioned in the report of the Registra- 
tion Committee. 

On the Council resuming its sittings in public, on the 
motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Major-General 
Thomson, the report of the Registration Committee 
was adopted, and authority was given for the Seal of 
the College to be affixed to the Order of Prosecution 
mentioned in the report. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mutvey read the following report of a meeting 
of the Examination Committee held on Thursday,. 

. A letter was received from Mr. W 
L. Symes, regretting his inability to act as Examiner on 
July 13th and 14th, in Class B.. The Chairman re- 
ported that arrangements had been made for Prof, 
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W. H. Thompson, of Dublin, to act in his stead on those 
two days. 

Educational Certificates. (a) Educational Certifi- 
cates Lapemvenes 1435 to 1453 were submitted and ap- 

roved. 

(4) A letter was received from a member with regard 
to the Educational Certificate of his son, which did not 
comply with the byelaws, and the reply of the Secre- 

was approved. 

(c) The Secreta: 
to each of the schools, givin 
date on which Educational 
mitted. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Major- 
General Thomson, the report was adopted. 


PARLIAMENTARY AND GENERAL PuRpPosES COMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the following report of a meet- 
ing of the Parliamentary and General Faneuie Com- 
mittee held on Tuesday, May 5th, 1914 :— 

Supplementary Charter. A letter dated 22nd April, 
1914, was received from the Privy Council, transmitt- 
ing the observations of the Universities of Manchester 
and Liverpool with regard to the petition for a new 
Supplementary Charter. 

t was resolved : 

(a) That the words “approve teachers” b2 deleted 
from Clause 6 of the draft Supplementary Charter. 

(6) That the Solicitor be instructed to draw up a 
statement, to be addressed to the Privy Council, with 
regard to the request of the Manchester University, 
and to submit the letter for approval to the Chairman 
of the Committee. 

The Secretary read the following report of a meet- 
ing of the same Committee held on Wednesday, June 

, 1914 :— 

Supplementary Charter. The Solicitor submitted a 
communication from the Privy Council transmitting a 
request from the Manchester University with rd to 
the insertion in the Register of the letters D.V.S.M. 
Vict.) after the names of their Diplomees. The 

licitor was instructed to draw up a reply pointing 
out that although it was unlikely the present practice 
would be discontinued, the Council could not bind its 
successors. 

Milk and Dairies Bills. The Milk and Dairies Bill 
and the Milk and Dairies (Scotland) Bill were sub- 
mitted and considered to be satisfactory. 

Exportation of Horses Bill. The Chairman re- 

rted that this Bill had been referred toa Grand 

mmittee, but that evidence was not being taken. 
The Solicitor was instructed to communicate with the 
Chairman of the Committee with reference to Section 
1 (2), in order to provide for the protection of the 
veterinary surgeon in case of error of judgment. 

Tuberculosis Conference. An itivitation to the Sixth 
Annual Conference on Tuberculosis, to be held at Leeds 
on July 7th and 8th, was received, and it was resolved : 
That Mr. A. W. Mason, of Leeds, be requested to at- 
tend the Conference as a representative of the Col- 


was instructed to send a notification 
them due notice of the 
rtificates must be sub- 


lege. 
The Secretary read the following ~~ of a 


meeting of the same Committee held on Thursday, 
July 2nd, 1914 :— 

Correspondence. A letter (11/5/14) was received 
from the Staffordshire County Council, and the reply 
of the Secretary was approved. 

PARLIAMENTARY BILLs. 

(a) £. tion of Horses Bill. The Solicitor re- 

rted that this Bill had been referred to Standing 

mmittee C, but had not yet been considered. 

(b) Dogs (Protection) Bill. The Solicitor reported that 
it ag been resolved that this Bill be net proceeded 
wi 


(c) Vivisection (Abolition) Bill. It was reported that 
this Bill would probably be blocked. 

Supplementary Charter. The Solicitor reported that 
the Supplementary Charter had not yet been con- 
sidered by the Law Officers, but that there was no 
doubt it would be granted this session. 

The Presmpent: As the Chairman of the Parlia- 
mentary Committee, I op that the Minutes be 
adopted. I think you will all agree with the work that 
has been done. ith to the Supplementary 
Charter, that I anticipate will now go through in the 
ordinary course of time—it may be in the course of the 
next few months. 

Mr. TuatcuHer : I hope it will be before August. If 
it isnot, we shall not get it. 

The PresipENT: Everything is quite in order, and 
there is no reason why it should not be in our hands 
before sage, the Solicitor informs me. With regard 
to the Milk and Dairies Bill, this reflects the work of 
the Council for many years past, because for the first 
time there is embodied in this Bill the principle that 
where live animals have to be examined for one, 
such animals shail be examined by a properly quali 
veterinary surgeon. This is a most important point, 
and one which supersedes all the local Bills that we 
have been fighting for for many years t. With re- 
gard to the Exportation of Horses Bill, | may say that 
the Solicitor drew up a letter and submitted it to me, 
and it has gone to the Chairman of the Committee, 
protesting against the ition in which veterinary 
surgeons are placed with regard to the slaughter of 
horses. Under the Bill, as it now stands, they would 
be liable in the Civil Court to pay any damages that 
might arise. We have not had any intimation of the 
sitting of the Committee, but I have no doubt that 
the matter will be properly considered. I move that 
the report be ote. 

Mr. Motvey: I second that. 

Mr. Barrett: May I ask you under what Act 
veterinary surgeons would be liable for civil damages ¢ 

PresipENT: I will ask Mr. Thatcher to answer 
that. 

Mr. THATCHER : There was a case, you will remember, 
some time where some horse slaughterers had an 
action brought against them because a horse was not so 
seriously damaged as it might have been, and they had 
to pay damages. That was the case of Harrison and 
Barber. That was under the Animals an, and a Sec- 
tion in this Act is very much the same. It puts us in 
this unfortunate position, that if a veterinary surgeon 
is called to an animal, and he happens to think there is 
something wrong with it, and upon subsequent discovery 
it is shown there is not, he has to pay damages for the 
slaughter of the animal. What we want to do is this, 
We want to have similar protection for veterinary sur- 
geons under these circumstances as is already accorded 
—please do not laugh—to doctors under the Lunacy 
Acts. Under the old Lunacy Acts doctors were often 
shot at in this way. A man would be certified by a 
doctor as a lunatic, and would be locked up. After a 
certain time he would perhaps recover and be let out, 
and the very first thing the man did was to bring an 
action against the doctor, and the doetor had all the 
risk and trouble and expense of fighting an action, pro- 
bably against an impecunious person, so that whatever 
happened the poor doctor was bound to lose. A Clause 
was put in the Lunacy Acts to this effect, that no such 
action should be brought, and a Judge has the power of 
considering whether a person is to be at liberty to om | 
an action against a doctor under the circumstances, an 
he has the power of saying that, unless there is a good 
prima facie case, the action must cease. What we want 
to do is to protect the veterinary surgeon very much in 
the same sort of way. 
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Mr. Barrett: May I thank Mr. Thatcher for his few 
observations? It is not a laughing matter at all. I 
raised it purposely. : 

Mr. THatcuer: I thought some gentleman might 
laugh if I used the word “lunatic” in comparison with 

orses. 

Mr. Barrett: No sir, not at all. If I may say so, 
the point is rather obscure. The veterinary surgeon, 
like the medical man, cannot be relieved from the 
results of negligence. I am perfectly familiar with the 
case to which Mr. Thatcher referred, Harrison and Bar- 
ber, because I happen to bea Director of the Company. 
The facts were these. The veterinary surgeon was 
called in to examine a horse, and he certified, I think in 
—— that the horse was suffering from a fractured 
leg. It was discovered after slaughtering that there was 
no fracture at all, and accordingly he was held liable for 
damages because he had been guilty in law of negli- 
gence. Whatever representation you may make to any 
member of the community, the law is not going to 
relieve the veterinary surgeon of negligence. 

Sir Joan M‘FapyEan: There was no compulsion for 
him in that case to act at all. Under this law he is 
bound to slaughter the horse. 

Mr. Barrett: Mr. Thatcher is not seeking to relieve 
~ the veterinary surgeon from liability for his negligence 
in that way. 

The Presmpent: Not at all. If I may explain, the 
Bill as at present drafted insists on the veterinary 
inspector slaughtering the animal immediately he has 
come to the conclusion that it is suffering pain or is not 
in a suitable condition to be transported, and it is only 
to protect the veterinary surgeon, as far as we possibly 
can, from any civil proceedings being taken against him 
in the performance of his duty as laid down in the Act 
that this is brought forward. It is simply a question 
of protection so far as possible of the veterinary 
inspector. 

Mr. Barrett: If I may say so, the point appears to 
be rather confused before the Council. Youcannot pro- 
tect a veterinary surgeon against an action by reason of 
his negligence. 

Mr. THatcHerR: Nor do we want to do so. If the 
veterinary surgeon is absolutely negligent he will have 
to pay for it, the same as any professional man does, but 
what we do want to protect him from is this—having 
speculative actions brought against him by impecunions 
persons We want to have the right of going to the 
judge and saying, “Ts this an action which ought to be 

rought or not ?’ 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: The only question seems to 
be, Is it within the power of Parliament? If it is 
—— the power of Parliament, I approve that we ask 

or it. 

Mr. Ssare-Jones: Before you put this matter to 
the vote, there is another point I should like to remind 
the Council of, I think it will interest Mr. Barrett too. 
It isa point which is worth your being reminded of, 
namely, that these words in the Supplementary Charter 
which Mr. Barrett at the time very wisely moved, 
should be deleted, and which was ignominiously de- 
feated here, have been deleted from the Supplementary 
Charter since, and that step might have been avoided 
had the advice of our colleague Mr. Barrett been accept- 
ed at the time. There is just one other point in regard 
to the two very excellent Milk Bills to which I should 
like to refer. I have asked the question on several 
occasions—I may be very dense on the subject, but I 
am still not quite satisfied on one point. The Bills in 
themselves are a — advance on anything we have 
ever had before, but there is one very fundamental 
difference between the two, and that is this, that in so 
far as Scotland is concerned, and the Scotch Bill, the 
veterinary inspector under the local health authority 

the powers of administration. That is not so in 


regard to the Milk Bill as proposed for England and 
Wales. The veterinary inspectors throughout the 
country in England and Wales who were inspectors 
under the local health authorities will only be per- 
mitted to suspect the disease ; they will have to report 
to the County inspectors, and the County inspectors 
must step in andadminister. I see absolutely no reason 
myself—(if anyone has a substantial explanation to give 
I shall be pleased to hear it)—why that should be so. 
It has been suggested that Scotch law differs from ours. 
I should say that Scotch law has nothing whatever to 
do with a problem of this kind, and as one a gee J 
connected with a local health authority which will 
probably appoint veterinary inspectors, which already 
has its own medical officer, there appears to me abso- 
lutely no reason whatever why those qualified men 
should be compelled to hand their cases over to those 
men who are fortunate enough to be appointed for the 
counties. 

Mr. BANnHAM: Who 

Mr. SHARE-JONES : 
just the same. 

The Presipent: I think it will be found to work 
equally well both in Scotland and in England. The law 
is very much more in advance now in tland than it 
is in England, and it is further in advance in Ireland. 

Mr. SHare-Jones : I shall be prepared to meet the 
case here in a few years time when it has been at work ; 
but I can forsee innumerable difficulties and innumer- 
able cases of friction as between the local veterinary 
inspectors, the men who have the appointments to local 
health authorities, and those who have the county ap- 
pointments. 

The resolution for the adeption of the report of the 
Parliamentary and Generali Purposes Committee was 
then put and carried unanimously. 


Bye-Laws SpectaL CoMMITTEE. 


Mr. Motvey read the following report of a meeting 
of the Bye-laws Special Committee held on Thursday, 
July 2nd, 1914 :— 

Revision of Bye-laws. The Bye-laws with re to 
professional etiquette (Nos. 50-58), were considered, 
and progress was made with their revision. The 
matter was then deferred to the next meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. 
Clarkson, the report was received and adopted. 


LIBRARY AND Museum CoMMITTEE. 


Dr. Braptey read the following report of a meeting 
of the Library and Museum Committee held on Friday, 
3rd, 1914 :— 

resentations. The Secretary reported that since the 
date of the previous quarterly meeting of Council the 
following presentations had been made to the Library : 

The Journal a Comparative Pathology and Thera- 

utics, Vols. 1V. and V., 1891 and 1892, by R. C. 

rigger. ., F.R.C.V.S., J.P.; La Fievre Aphteuse en 
Egypte, par J. B. Piet Bey ; The Common Colics of the 
Horse, by H. Caulton Reeks, F.R.c.v.s., third edition ; 
Sheep Husbandry for Louisiana. by W. H. Dalrymple, 
M.R.C.V.S.; Calendar of the Coilege of Preceptors, 
1914-1915 ; Annual Report of the Chief Veterinary 
Officer, Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, for the 

ear 1913: Reports of the Council and Auditors of the 
Zoological Society of London, for the year 1913 ; Re- 
port of the Veterinary Surgeon to the Corporation of 
the City of Glasgow for 1913; Memoirs of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture in India, Vol. II., Nos. 3and 4; 
Bulletins of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Wash- 
ington, U.S.A.; The Rhodesian Agricultural Journal, 
April 1914 ; Revue de Pathologie Comparée, March and 
April. 1914 ; borer of the Yellow Fever Bureau, 
Vol. III., No. 2; The Journal of the Board of Agri- 
cultwre, April, May and June, 1914; Orders of the 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries ; Leaflets of the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries: The Journal of 
Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics, March, 1914 ; 
Tne Veterinary Journal. The Veterinary News, and 
The ome Record for the quarter ; Zhe World's 
Carriers for the quarter. 

It was resolved that a vote of thanks be conveyed to 
the respective donors. 

The Secretary reported the following books had 
been purchased for the Library :—Tropical Diseases 
Bulletin, Vol. III, Nos. 7, 8, 9, and 10; Tropical 
Veterinary Bulletin, Vol. II., No. 1. 

PRESENTATION TO MusEuM. 


The Articular Extremity of the right Scapula of an 
Artillery Horse, by Capt. C. E. Steel, a.v.c., M.R.C.v.s. 

On the motion of Dr. Bradley, seconded by Mr. 
Packman, the report was received and adopted. 


PURLICATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mutvey read the following report of a meeting 
of the Publication Committee held on Tuesday, May 5, 
1914 :— 

Annual Report. The draft annual report was con- 
sidered and, with certain amendments, was approved 
and ordered to be printed. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. 
Shipley, the report was received and adopted. 

Pustic Services Lyp1a CoMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the following report of a meet- 
ing of a Special Committee on the Indian Civil Veter- 
inary Department, held on Tuesday, 7th April, 1914 :— 

Indian Civil Veterinary Department. The Secretary 
submitted a memorandum prepared by Mr. K. Hewlett 
with regard to the status of members in the Indian 
Civil Veterinary Department, and stated that the Royal 
Commission on. the Public Services in India would 
meet to take evidence in London from May 4th to May 
8th. It was resolved that the Secretary be instructed 
to write to the Royal Commission offering evidence 
on behalf of the oT and stating that Sir John 
M‘Fadyean was deputed to give such evidence. 

Mr. Mutvey: I move the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Banuam: I second that. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: Arising out of the report. 
perhaps you would allow me to state, for the informa- 
tion of the Council, that I attended before the Royal 
Commission on the Public Services in India on the 7th 
May, and I gave evidence in support of the following 
propositions :— 

(1). From the nature of the duties which members 
of the Civil Veterinary Department in India have to 
carry out, and the circumstances in which they are 
placed, it is desirable that the best of the recent gradu- 
ates in point of intelligence and education should be 
induced to enter the service. 

(2) During recent years the attractions of the ser- 
vice have been reduced, while competition for suitable 
officers on the part of other public services has in- 
creased, and the total number of suitable candidates 
has fallen considerably. 

(3). The chief competitor for candidates is the 
Army Veterinary Service, but there are also now more 
numerous appointments for whole time veterinary 
officers in the self-governing Dominions and the 
Colonies. 

(4). If the present conditions of service are not 
substantially improved, it will soon be quite impossible 
to recruit the Department with men possessing the de- 
desirable qualifications. 

(5). To prevent this the seale of pay and pension 
ought to be equal or slightly superior to those of the 
Army Veterinary Service. 

(6). The number of officers in the service ought to 

increased to such an extent as will allow the youngest 


officers on probation to be adequately trained before 
they are thrown on their own responsibility in a 
ing out field work. Probably two years would not 
too sp or that training. 

(7). ith a view to providing a reserve of officers 
capable of filling up vacancies on the staff of the 
Veterinar — and of the Muktesar laboratory, a 
system of study-leave for selected junior officers is very 
desirable. (Hear, hear). 

The motion for the adoption of the report was put 
and carried unanimously. 


Exection or CoMMITTEES FoR THE YEAR. 


The Presipent: Before we proceed to the election 
of Committees, I had better read the Bye-law govern- 
ing the appointment of Committees. It is—‘ Provided 
always that no Committee shall exceed 15 members of 
Council, except the Registration Committee, which 
shall consist of the whole Council.” So that we cannot 
have more than 15 members of any Committee ; as the 
President is ex-oficio a member of all Committees, that 
is 16. 

REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 

Mr. Mutvey: I move that the Registration Com- 
mittee consist of the whole of the Council. ; 

Mr. BannaM seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


The following gentlemen were elected as the Exami- 
nation Committee :— 

Messrs. O. C. Bradley, J. W. Relisiohens, J. Dun- 
stan, J. McCall, J. Mcl. McCall, Sir J. M‘Fadyean, 
Messrs. J. McKinna, A. E. Mettam, W. J. Mu vey 
J. T. Share-Jones, E. 8. Shave, W. Shipley, 8. H. 
Slocock, Sir S. Stockman, and Mr. H. Sumner. 


Finance CoMMITTEE. 

The following gentlemen were elected as the Finance 
Committee :— 

Messrs. J. Abson, O. C. Bradley, J. H. Carter, J. 
Clarkson, P. J. Howard, A. Lawson, J. McKin 
A. W. Mason, A. E. Mettam, W. J. (Mulvey, . 
Packman, W. Shipley, H. Sumner, R. C. Trigser, 
and S. Wharam. 


PARLIAMENTARY AND GENERAL Purposes CoMMITTEE. 


Mr. Cuarkson : I see on the list of Committees for 
last year that there were two Committees with 16 mem- 
bers—the Examination Committee and the Parlia- 
mentary Committee. 

The Presrpent: I am not responsible for that. I 
did not know that this Bye-law was passed at that 
time. It appears, gentlemen, that there were 16 mem- 
bers on this Committee last year, which was a contra- 
vention of the Bye-law. 

Mr. Mutvey: I suggest that we delete Mr. Garnett’s 
name from the Committee, as he is now President, and 
re-appoint the Committee. 

r. Sumner : I think this is a very important Com- 
mittee. I know there are many gentlemen who desire 
a seat upon it, and I think we shall have in fairness to 
resort to an election. 

The members of Council ed to nominate mem- 
bers of the Committee. e retiring members of the 
Committee were nominated, and also Messrs. Dunstan, 
Slocock, Brittlebank, Coleman, and McKinna, who 
were not members of the Committee in the previous 

ear. Several members expressed a desire to withdraw 
rom the Committee. 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean : I think we are reaching the 
limit of absurdity in regard to the appointment of this 
Committee. I think we had better ballot. It seems to 


me very unfair to be putting the membership up: to 
auction, and introducing “new hands” as members of 
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the Commision, wh although they will no doubt be 

valuable members of the Committee, are probably not 

om, better than the old members. ; 
r. CoLeMAN: As one of the “new hands” I quite 

endorse your sentiment. 1 would prefer myself to see 

an individual election—for names to be pro and 

i up for election, and not for one man to be put on the 

mmittee, and stay there for ever. 

After further informal discussion, 

The PresipEnT: The Solicitor informs me that there 
is no necessity for any nomination at all. The Bye-law 
simply says that the Council shall elect at the first 
Council, after the annual general meeting, the members 
of the Committee. I declare that you have now to elect 
the Parliamentary Committee, that each of you write 
down not more than 15 names on a piece of paper ; 
we will then add them up, and the 15 gentlemen receiv- 
ing the largest number of votes will constitute the Par- 

entary Committee. Led 

A ballot was then taken, the President appointing 
Dr. Bradley and Mr. Clarkson as the scrutineers, and it 
was subsequently announced that the voting had re- 
sulted as follows :— 

Bradley 25; Lawson 22; Brittlebank 20; Mulvey 19; 
Stockman 19 ; Sumner 19 ; Slocock 19 ; M‘Fadyean 19; 
Clarkson 18; Trigger 17; Abson 16; McKinna 16 ; 
Carter 16; Dunstan 15; Mason 13. 

The PresipENT declared these 15 members elected 
asa Parliamentary and General Purposes Committee. 

A vote of thanks was accorded to the Scrutineers for 
their services. 

ANNUAL FEE CoMMITTEE. 

The following gentlemen were elected to the Annual 
Fee Committee :—Messrs. W. F. Barrett, O.C. Bradley, 
J. H. Carter, and J. McCall, Sir J. M‘Fadyean, Messrs. 
A. W. Mason, A. E. Mettam, W.J.Mulvey, W. Pack- 
man, H. Sumner, H. Thomson, and R. C. Trigger. 


LIBRARY AND MusEuM CoMMITTEE. 


Tha were elected to the Libra 
and Museum Committee :—Messrs. J. Abson, J. 
Brittlebank, O. C. Bradley, W. Burt, J.C. Coleman, 
and J. Dunstan, Sir J. M‘Fadyean, Messrs. J. Mc- 
Kinna, A. E. Mettam, W. J. Mulvey, J. T. Share- 
Jones, E. 8. Shave, S. H. Slocock, and S. Wharam. 


PUBLICATION COMMITTEE. 


The following gentlemen were elected as the Publica- 
tion Committee :—Messrs. J. Abson, W. Burt, J. Mc- 
Call, and J. McI. McCall, Sir J. M‘Fadyean, Messrs. 
A. E. Mettam, W.J. Mulvey, W. Packman, T. S. 
Price, R. read, and J. T. Share-Jones, Sir Stewart 
Stockman, and Mr. S. Wharam. 


Street MemoriaL CoMMITTEE. 


The following gentlemen were elected as the Steel 
Memorial Committee :—Messrs. J. Abson, G. A. Ban- 
ham, O. C. Bradley, and J. McCall, Sir J. M‘Fadyean, 
Messrs. A. E. Mettam, W. J. Mulvey, H. Sumner, and 
R. C. Trigger. 

Honorary AssociaTEs CoMMITTEE. 


The were elected as the Honor- 
ary Associates Committee : Messrs. G. A. Banham, O. C. 
Bradley, A. Lawson, and J. McCall, Sir J. M‘Fadyean, 
Messrs. A. E. Mettam, and R. Pringle, and Sir Stewart 
Stockman. 

ELEcTION oF HoNoRARY AND ForREIGN ASSOCIATES. 


Prof. Mertam : Sir, I have already given notice that 
I will propose that a certain number of gentlemen be 
elected as Honorary or young Associates, and I do so 
now with the greatest possible pleasure. I move that 
the following gentlemen be elected Honorary and 


Foreign Associates: Sir T. Elliott, Dr. F. Hut Dr. 
D. A. de Jong, Dr. O. Malm, Dr. W. C. Schimmel, 
Prof. E. Barrier, Prof. A. Railliet, Dr. R. von Ostertag, 
Dr. R. Schmaltz, Prof. Dr. C. O. Jensen, Dr. J. Venner- 
holm, and Dr. A. D. Melvin. This Council, as repre- 
senting the profession, delights to honour those who 
have deserved well of the profession, whether their work 
has been in the advance of science, or in advancing the 
position of the veterinary profession in the different 
countries of the world. I have the honour of proposing 
a certain number of gentlemen whose names are world- 
wide known in the veterinary profession. These gen- 
tlemen are representative members of the profession 
throughout the world. There are many others whom 
we have passed over. We did not pass them over 
because we did not think they were worthy of our 
recognition, but because there must be a finality to the 
number to whom we can give this Honorary or Foreign 
Associateship. We have made no invidious distinctions. 
We have endeavoured to pay a complement to the repre- 
sentatives of different counties throughout the world. I 
have the greatest possible pleasure in proposing that 
the gentlemen whose names I have read be elected 
Honorary or Foreign Associates of this College. I hope 
it will be possible, in this ress of all years, considering 
that it is the Jubilee of the Iaternational Veterinary 
Congress, to confer—and I use that word in the strict 
academic sense—this honour upon these gentlemen at 
some time during the meeting uf the International 
Congress ; that it may be ible for us to have an 
extraordinary meeting of Council, to which we can 
invite the members of the profession, and that these 
several gentlemen should receive the honour which we 
wish to confer upon them from your hands, sir. I 
therefore beg to propose that these gentlemen be elect- 
ed Honorary or Foreign Associates of the College, and 
that provision be made for the conferring of these dis- 
tinctions upon these gentlemen at the meeting of the 

International Veterinary Congress. 
Sir Joun M‘Fapyean: I have much pleasure in 
that has just been made by 


seconding the 
-| Prof. Mettam. I do not know whether there is a dis- 


tinction between the Foreign and Honorary Associate- 
ship. If so, it means that the Honorary Associateship 
be conferred upon Sir Thomas Elliott, and the Foreign 
Associateship be conferred on the other delegates. 

The PresipENT: There is only one group, Foreign 
and Honorary. 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean : I think they are distinguished 
in the Bye-laws. You cannot ible confer a Foreign 
Associateship on Sir Thomas Elliott. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : I am quite in accord with 
the proposal, but I can foresee that if these gentlemen, 
as Professor Mettam has so well said, only represent a 
small proportion of those on whom we should like to 
confer this honour, it may create a certain amount of 
heart-burning. I should like to know if the proposal 
is that we are to do this during the meeting of the Con- 

ss, or whether we are to bring them here to our 
uilding and confer the honour upen them here ? 

Prof. Mertram: What was in my mind was this, that 
an hour might be set apart some afternoon when these 
distinctions could be conferred upon these gentlemen ; 
that we should meet in Council, that the members of 
the Council should call in any members of the profes- 
sion who care to come, and that we should make it an 
academic function. But it should be in Westminster 
Hall, or wherever you meet ; we should not bring them 
here to confer this distinction upon them. I suggest 
that it should be done at some convenient hour durin 
the meeting of the International Congress, in the ha 
where the International Congress meets. 

The PresipENT: You merely put that forward asa 
suggestion to the Committee? 


UMI 


July 11, 1914 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


35 


Prof. Metram: Yes. I think the honours should be 
conferred in a manner consonant with the dignity and 

tige of the veterinary profession. 

Sir Stewart Stockman: The hall will have to be 
provided and paid for, and that will have to be kept in 
mind. You must remember that one hall costs £30. 

The Prestpent : The matter can come up before the 
Congress Committee. 

The resolution moved by Prof. Mettam was then put 
and carried ucanimously. 

Prof. Metram: Before we leave the question as to 
how these distinctions are to be conferred, perhaps the 
Council might arrive at some definite conclusion on the 
matter. Mr. Bullock informs me that hitherto it has 
been customary to send the diplomas by registered 
post. AsIsaid before, I do not think that is consonant 
with the dignity and prestige of the profession, and I 
think in view ot the arg circumstances of the case, 
in view of the fact that we have these men over in 
London, we might have an academic function. It will 
do the profession every possible good. I do not think 
it should be defeated on the score of expense which 
Sir Stewart Stockman has raised, and I think if neces- 
sary the Council should put their hands into their 
pockets and pay any expenses that may be incurred. 
But I do not foresee that it will cost us £30 or even 30s. 
Surely it could be done in front of some other meeting 
at the International Congress. 

Mr. SuMNER : Might it not be left in the hands of 
the President ? 

Prof. Metram: I am prepared to leave it in the 
hands of anyone who will see it through. Now is the 
opportunity when we should endeavour to show to the 
world at large that we are a profession, that we know 
what we are doing, and that we are capable of standing 
before the world. TI am quite convinced in my own 
mind that on the Continent of Europe they do not 
exactly know what is the relationship of this College to 
the veterinary profession, and I think the sooner they 
are shown the better. 

Sir Stewart StockMANn: May I explain that I had 
absolutely no intention that we should not spend this 
money, but I raised the point because I am in touch 
with all the arrangements for the obtaining of the 
Hall, and there is not a hall vacant at the time that 
will suit. Therefore I raised the point whether we 
should bring them here or somewhere else. I am quite 
prepared to follow the suggestion, and if necessary to 
subscribe for getting a Hali, but I tell you there is not 
a suitable hall to be had for this purpose in connection 
with the Congress. 

Mr. BanHam: I see no reason why these gentlemen 
should not come here. This is our home. Just the 
same as a university has its senate house, this is our 
senate house. I think weshould bring these gentlemen 
here to receive the honour from our hands in this place. 
There is no reason why we should not. 

Mr. Price: If it is going to'cost us £30 I certainly 
think it ought not to be done. 

The PrestpEntT: I think perhaps it would be in accord- 
ance with the expressions of feeling that have been 

iven utterance to as to the conferring of this honour 

at we should invite these gentlemen here, on a suit- 
able occasion to be arranged later, and that it be con- 
ferred in this room. (Hear. hear). 

Prof. Metram: The only objection I have to that is 
this : If 500 come to this ceremony where are you going 
to put them? (A Voice: They will not come). You 
want a hall. I know it 1s well that we should give these 
things in our own home if we can, but I do not think 
there is sufficient accommodation here. There will be 
at the [nternational Congress, and that is the reason I 
think we should give it to them there. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : [f I may be allowed to saya 
word on this, sir, I might remind the members of 


Council—at any rate the fact is known to the members 
of the Committee—that it was my original pro 
that these diplomas should be conferred publicly during 
the week of the Von and that we should make an 
actual function of my pt bent 4 altered my opinion 
and gave the reasons to the Committee. Aithough 
I am not at all dis to oppose the —— put 
forward by Prof. Mettam, I have not yet divested my 
mind entirely of the feeling that, from a certain point 
of view, the proceeding would be objectionable, for the 
reason that we have selected these gentlemen from a 
considerable list of names, and it is no doubt within 
the knowledge of a number of the gentlemen that we 
have not elected that their names were actually before 
the Council, or at any rate before the Committee, and 
uite a number of those will be in attendance at the 

n . I suggest that it is rather an invidious thing 
to give these diplomas publicly, and it is not likely to 
excite any enthusiasm amongst those who know that 
they were not on this occasion elected to that honour. 
I merely put that before the Council. I also do not 
fee] quite happy about bringing them here to impress 
them with the great importance of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons. (Hear, hear). I am very 
anxious that the foreign members of the Congress gener- 
ally should be impressed with the really great and im- 
— part which the Royal College of Veterin 

urgeuns is playing in this country, but this Council- 
room and this humble building are not in keeping with 
it. (Hear, hear). 

Sir SrewartSrockMan: May I just bore you again to 
say that I was very keen we should have a presentation 
of this sort made at the opening meeting, but I changed 
my mind on hearing of the heartburning that might 
result. As faras I can see, if it is to be done at the 
Congress the only time it can be done is at the opening 
meeting, but if that were the case, as I say, there would 
be some amount of heartburning on the part of a 
number of other men who would see these gentlemen 
called up to receive the diploma which they them- 
selves covet. 

Mr. McKrnna: I think a special meeeting of the 
Council ought to be held at the hall, say previous to 
one of the meetings, and that invitations should be 
sent out to these gentlemen to attend the special meet- 
ing of Council. 

The PrestpENT: I am afraid that would be out of 
order according to the Bye-laws. It says distinctly : 
“The diploma of Honorary or Foreign Associateshi 
shall be signed by the President, two Vice-Presidents, a 
Secretary of the College, and shall be forwarded to the 
elected Associate free of cost. 

Mr. McKinna: We can forward it in the manner 
described by a Special Meeting of Council. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: I understand the distinction 
made is that other persons are not to be invited. 

Mr. McKrnna: It is a very delicate matter. A very 
bad impression would be made in the minds of those 
gentlemen whose names were actually brought forward 
for discussion and who were not elected. I think it is 
a position which ought to be seriously considered from 
the point of view of the Congress. I would pro to 
the Council that such a course as this should be 
adopted—that a Special Meeting of the Council be 
held at the Westminster Hall, or wherever the meeting 
is held, and that invitations be sent to these guests 
— are to have this special honour conferred upon 
them. 

Major-General ToHomson: I have not taken very 
much part in this discussion, but an idea has occurred 
to me which I think might overcome a good deal of the 
difficulty. It is this. Could not we defer this matter 
until one of the meetings of the Congress, and at that 
meeting, instead of reading out the actual names, we 
might make it public to the assembled Continental de- 
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legates there why certain of them had been selected by 
us at the College as representative of Continental 


t. 

Sir Stewart Stockman : That cannot be done ; it is 
not in order. 

‘Major-General THomson: I thought perhaps we 
might tell them that the diploma would be forwarded 
in due course. 

The PresipENT: I should like to know the general 
feeling of the Council, whether we are to present these 
diplomas or whether they are to be sent to them. 
That is what the question really resolves itself into. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : [suggest that you will have 
to split the various proposals up. I think naturally 
the first one to be put would be, simply without coming 
te any decision as to time or place, whether it is 
thought best that the diplomas should be presented to 
these gentlemen when they are here or forwarded to 
them by post. 

The eneane : I will put that to you, because it 
embraces what Professor Mettam said. Those in favour 
of the diplomas being given to them here in London 
will kindly hold up one hand. (A vote was taken). 
Now will those who were in favour of ithe diploma be- 
ing sent by post kindly signify? (A vote was taken). 
Prof. Mettam’s proposition is carried by three that they 
be given here in London. 

Mr. Barrett: In order to test the feeling of the 
meeting, I move that the presentation be made here by 


a. 
"Principal McCa tz : I second that. 

Sir SrewartStockman: And will you add that only 
those who have been selected for the honour should 
attend ? 

Mr. Barrett: Certainly. 

The PresipENT : Will those in favour of the presen- 
tation being made here please signify ? 

‘The resolution was put and carried. 

Sir Srewart Stockman : I suggest that it should be 
towards the end of the week. 


ELECTION OF AN AUDITOR. 


On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, Messrs. Woodhouse 
and Wilkinson were unanimously appointed auditors of 
the College at a fee of ten guineas. 


Dates or Counct. MEETINGS AND EXAMINATIONS 
DuRInG THE Ensuinc YEAR. 


On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr. 
Abson, the following dates for Committee and Council 
Meetings and examinations were approved :— 

Committee and Council Meetings. October 8, 9, 1914 ; 
January 7,8, 1915; April 8, 9, 1915 (Good Friday, 
April 2, 1915) ; June 2, 1915 (Annual General Meeting) ; 
July 1, 2, 1915 (Whitsun Day, May 23, 1915.) 

‘Examinations. Written: December 11,1914 ; Oral : 
December 14, 1914, commencing in Dublin ; Written: 
July 5, 1915; Oral: July 6, 1915, commencing in Lon- 
don; Walley Memorial, October 3, 1914; Fellowship 
Exams., December 5, 1914; May 15, 1915. 


Notice or Morton. 


“Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: I beg to give notice of my 
intention to move that Major General F. Smith, .s,, 
Gallege be elected an Honorary Associate of the 

The rs : That will be suspended for three 
— and come up in the usual course at our next 
meeting. 

“Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: In the meanwhile it goes to 
the Special Committee. 

‘The Presipent: Yes. 


THE 


Sir Stewart SrocxmaN : Before the business of the 
uarterly meeting concludes I want to bring a matter 
esate in relation to the Museum. I find that at the 
Board’s laboratory we have a considerable selection of 
specimens—very excellent illustrations of contagious 
diseases—and I have often thought that 1t is rather a 
ity to throw a lot of that material away if it could 
put up og, I am open to make the sugges- 
tion that if this Couucil likes to pay the expense of 
putting a selection up I can instruct my workers to do 
it. I make no proposal, It is not an expensive busi- 
ness. 

The Prestpent: I am sure the whole Council will 
thank Sir Stewart for his offer. It is one that I feel 
sure you would wish to refer to the Museum Committee 
with power to act.—Agreed to. 

Prof. Metram: That means that the matter is de- 
ferred for three months, does it not? 

The Presipent : No, with power to act. 

Mr. McKinna : They can have a special meeting this 
afternoon. 

Prof. MerTam : The question of finance comes in. 

What would the cost be approxi- 
mately 

Prof. Metram : About £20 a year, not more. 

The PRESIDENT : It must go to a Committee. 

Mr. Mutvey: I feel that this question must go 
before the Committee. First of all there is the question 
of the provision of room for these specimens, and the 
question of how the whole thing is to be carried out and 
soon. It had better go toa Committee. 

The PRESIDENT: We cannot conclude this meeting 
until the scrutineers have reported the result of the 
election for the Parliamentary Committee. It will be 
quite in order for me to adjourn this meeting while our 
scrutineers finish their work, and to proceed with the 
agenda for the special meeting. I dec this meetin 
adjourned. We will now proceed to the speci 
meeting. 


SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


A special meeting of Council was then held. The 
President, Mr. F. W. Garnett, J.p., occupied the Chair, 
and the same members were present as at the quarterly 
meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. Barrett, seconded by Mr. Pack- 
man, the minntes of the last meeting were taken as read 
and confirmed. 


Motion sy Mr. J. SHARE-JONEs. 


Mr. J. SHare-Jones moved the following resolution, 
of which he had given notice :— 

“That on and after December 31st, 1915, the standard 
demanded in the subjects of the Preliminary Certificate 

resented shall be that now required by the General 
edical Council.” 

Mr. SHarE-Jones : Gentlemen, I shall have to ask 
for your attention for a few minutes because it is rather 
interesting in connection with the point to which my 
resolution refers that I should recapitulate as briefly as 
possible the history of this question during the last few 
months. Some time ago the General Medical Council 
came to the conclusion that certain certificates in the 
list of preliminary educational certificates which was 
recognised did not come up to that standard which 
should be demanded from the professional man of to- 
day ; it was decided that this should be revised, and 
the ultimate result of their deliberations was that cer- 
tain certificates were eliminated from the list. That 
action taken by the General Medical Council was the 


result of a feeling which prevails somewhat generally in 
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the country to-day so far as these preliminary certifi- 
cates are concerned. The educational authorities 
throughout the country practically have been consider- 
ing the question ; they have considered it as being so 
serious that some of them have petitioned the governing 
bodies of the various professions as to the standard of pre- 
liminary education which they should accept. We our- 
selves had a petition from one of the largest educational 
bodies in the country, namely, that of the West Riding 
of Yorkshire, and the petition begged of us to consider 
the question seriously use it was the opinion of the 
educational authorities that the acceptance of educa- 
tional certificates of a low standard by professional 
bodies operated against the best interests of the boys of 
this country—that was the line which they took—and 
that it tended to restrain boys from securing that com- 
plete education which professional men generally should 
secure in a country such as this is to-day. There were 
some members of the Council who thought that the 
time had arrived when we should consider the standard 
of the preliminary certificates which we were accepting, 
and on the motion of Mr. Mulvey I think a Committee 
was formed for this purpose. That Committee sat ; 
that Committee deliberated on the question, and the 
Committee came to the conclusion unanimously that the 
action taken by the General Medical Council was cor- 
rect, and that certain certificates which then appeared in 
our list did not come up to the standard which we 
should demand. That Committee reported to the 
Council on July 4th, 1913, and in its Report was the 
complete list of the certificates which it recommended 
should be adopted. That Report and that list was 
approved by the Council on July 4th without a single 
dissentient vote. The usual rotation was adopted of 
posting the new regulations on the board for three 
months in order that they might be confirmed, which as 
a rule is purely a formal matter, at the ensuing Council 
Meeting. At the ensuing Council Meeting the matter 
was considered and discussed, but there was not. one 
- word of dissent raised against the standard of examina- 
tion which was recommended by that Committee. A 
discussion arose, however, as to the date upon which 
these new regulations should be put into operation. 
That was the point of the discussion—it was not with 
regard to the standard, and on that discussion the 
Report was referred back to the Committee. That was 
in October. Now an extraordinary circumstance arose— 
a circumstance for which I have sought and can find no 
adequate explanation. That same Committee to which 
the matter had been referred before, and which came 
unanimously to a decision on the question, and whose 
action the Council confirmed by adopting their Report— 
that Committee turned turtle by two or three abstaining 
from voting for that which they had voted for before,— 
by one or twe twisting round. A small majority, the 
smallest of all possible majorities, was obtained for 
another list, a list which included those certificates 
which had been eliminated from the list which had 
been previously sent forward. What does that 
mean? If we adopt that list as it stands now, that 
revised revised list, it means that we as a profession are 
going to maintain an entrance portal to our profession 
rough which boys can enter who cannot ibly enter 
the medical profession to-day, and the result will be that 
we shall have the rejected of other professions. It is my 
personal conviction—it is a conviction which I hold very 
strongly—that we, a small profession, struggling hard to 
have our status and dignity recognised, of all professions 
cannot afford to take a retrograde step of that description 
to-day. I bring this matter forward to-day with this 
object, that the members of Council who voted on the 
uestion twelve months to-day, and who voted in 
vour of it, should have the opportunity of reaffirming 
or denying the action which they then took. In asking 
to vote, I should like to move as the mover of the 


resolution that the names of those who vote for and 
against this proposition to-day be taken. I would urge 
the members of the Council, those who have the dignity 
of the profession at heart, to consider this question very 
seriously, and not to vote without mature consideration, 
lest to-day they take some step that in ten years time 
they may have serious cause to regret. The resolution 
which I move is the one which has been printed and 
circulated, namely, “That on and after December 31st, 
1915, the standard demanded in the subjects of the Pre- 
liminary Certificate presented shall be that now required 
by the General Medical Council.” The resolution pre- 
sented to this Council and unanimously adopted in July, 
1913, is as follows :—‘“ That candidates presenting them- 
selves for the next professional examination on and after 
December, 1915, be required to produce a certificate of 
having one of the Preliminary Educational 
Examinations in accordance with the revised regulations 
of the General Medical Council providing that in the 
case of candidates whose educational certificates are 
dated earlier than November, 1914, the present regula- 
tions shall apply.” I move, Sir, the resolution which I 
have read, and I take it that I shall have the usual 
courtesy of being allowed to reply at the winding up of 
the debate. 

Mr. Mutvey : I have pleasure in seconding the pro- 
position of Mr. Share-Jones. He has given you a 
résumé of allthat has taken place with regard to this 
subject. I do not know that I can add any more to it, 
except tnat I hope the Council will not stultify them- 
selves by rejecting the proposal that they adopted only 
this time last year. 

The PRESIDENT: Does anyone wish to speak for or 
against this resolution? 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean: Mr. President and gentle- 
men, I should like to state that it is my intention to 
vote against the resolution proposed by Mr. Share-Jones, 
and seconded by Mr. Mulvey, and I should like to state, 
for the benefit of outsiders more particularly, what are 
my reasons for so doing. In the first place let me say 
that I have not the slightest doubt that Mr. Share- 
Jones and Mr. Mulvey are actuated in this matter by 
the very best of motives, and that they have no other 
desire than to promote the best interests of the veterin- 
ary profession, but in a matter of this serious character 
one has to consider not so much what are motives as 
what would be the consequences of giving effect to the 
proposals. I want to correct one or two misstatements 
which Mr. Share-Jones, quite inadvertently I have no 
doubt, made. In the first place he said that the 
General Medical Council had decided a short time 
that the standard of certain examinations 
recognised by them was too low for professional men ; 
those, I think, were his own words. That, of course, 
was a complete mistake. Nothing, I think, would sur- 
prise the members of the General Medical Council 
more than to be told that they had been considering 
anything else except the standard of education that in 
their opinion was best for medical men ; and that is a 
rather important point. Similarly I think Mr. Share- 
Jones was rather misleading when he referred to the 
circular which we had from a certain educational 
authority expressing the view that certain educational 
certificates were of an undesirably low standard. I 
daresay it was quite legitimate to bring that up with 
a view of influencing this Council ; but I want to point 
out that the educational authority in question is in all 
probability absolutely ignorant about the affairs of the 
veterinary profession—absolutely ignorant. When any- 
one states that it is desirable that veterinary pes oe oa 
should be highly educated with respect to general edu- 
cation everyone is prepared to assent, but the important 
practical question is—Upon what principle will you fix 
the minimum standard of general education. One must 
in these matters seek after some general principle. I 
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have thought over it on many occasions during the last 
thirty years, and it seems to me that there is one and 
only one governing principle in this matter, namely, 
that you shall insist upon the highest possible degree of 
general education that does not conflict with the inter- 
ests of the country. The governing factor in this con- 
nection is that the country must provided with a 
reasonable number of veterinary surgeons ; meaning 
thereby that stockowners must have reasonable facili- 
ties for obtaining advice regarding their sick animals 
from qualified veterinary surgeons. To compel assent 
to the general proposition which I have just made I 
only need to take an extreme case. It is no doubt 
desirable from an abstract point of view that every 
entrant to the veterinary profession should have taken 
a degree in Arts at a British University. If Mr. Share- 
Jones had the courage to move that, would he 
get any support? No, he would not. Why? Be- 
cause Mr, Share-Jones would himself have to admit 
that that is an unworkable proposition: that the 
profession would not be adequately recruited ; and 
the sole practical point that has to be decided now 
with reference to this motion is whether if we 
adopted it the profession would be adequately re- 
cruited. Mr. Share-Jones has told us that he has 
been puzzled to find an explanation of why this Council 
after having been on the point of 
the new regulations of the General Medical Counci 
suddenly refrained from doing so. I thought of a 
strictly analogous case which may suggest to Mr. 
Share-Jones a reason. It may have been within Mr. 
Share-Jones’ experience, or at any rate he can imagine 
the case, of a man walking deliberately towards a pre- 
cipice and having his attention called to what would 
follow if he proceeded. That person is not subject to 
any reproach from turning back when he has become 
convinced that to go forward would be dangerous. 
Although I began by stating that I had not the least 
doubt that Mr. Share-Jones was actuated by the very 
best of motives, I think he has given this Council the 
very worst advice that I ever heard uttered in the 
Council room, because if his resolution were passed it 
would be equivalent to this Council committing suicide. 
Consider what is the present position of affairs. We 
have actually got a declining register. The number of 
students has n falling off steadily during recent 
years. Does anybody doubt that if you increased the 
severity of the entrance examination the numbers will 
not drop still lower? And suppose this goes on, what 
will be the consequence? The consequence would be 
an agitation got up amongst stockowners representing 
that we were closing the entrance to the profession to 
such a degree that they had not reasonable facilities 
for getting advice from qualified veterinary surgeons, 
and there is not the least doubt that the powers which 
we now possess would be taken from us. I will an- 
ticipate an argument which Mr. Share-Jones did not 
advance but which he probably will bring forward in 
his reply, and that is the argument that the standard 
of the examinations may be raised without diminish- 
ing the number of students entering. I put it to the 
Council. Is that a reasonable statement? If Mr. 
Share-Jones says that, then we must merely treat it as 
a prophecy on his 
foretells events which on the ground of past experience 
ordinary people regard as absolutely improbable, and I 
maintain that all past experience—not only our own, 
but that of the medical profession—compels you to 
admit that if you increase the severity of an entrance 
examination you diminish the number ef people enter- 
7 There is another onennent which I have heard 

vanced with regard to this; that I will deal with also. 


It is said that a new examination substituted for one 


part. A prophet is a person who|gi 


I point out that we do not propose to refuse to accept 
certificates of students who pass this higher examina- 
tion. Whether it is higher or lower we will accept 
any certificate that the General Medical Council 
accepts. But I repeat, it does not appear to be reason- 
able to ask the Council to pass this resolution in the 
expectation that the number of students is not to be 
further reduced. 

Mr. Sumner : It was never claimed. 

Sir Jonn M‘FapyEan : This body is already on the 
verge of bankruptcy ; Mr. Share-Jones and the Treasurer 

propose to precipitate it over the brink. There is only 

one other point that I want to deal with. I defy any- 

body to tell the profession or public that if we reject 

Mr. Share-Jones’ motion we are doing anything retro- 

grade. To state that is to state what is absolutely 

contrary to the facts. 

Mr. SHaRE-JoneEs : Oh no. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : What we pro is to leave 
the standard of examination oe | as it is, and if Mr. 
Share-Jones tells either this Council or the poste out- 
side that the Council has ever committed itself to the 
view that it must blindly follow the General Medical 
Council that is a misstatement of fact. 
Mr. Suare-Jones: I have not stated it. 
Sir Joun M‘Fapyean : If the Council will give effect 
to the resolution of which I have given notice, we have 
neither moved forward nor backward with regard to the 
standard of general education, we remain exactly where 
weare. With regard to this threat, that the names of 
those daring to vote against Mr. Share-Jones’s resolu- 
tion shall be taken down, let me say that, as for myself, 
I have no shame in declaring my strong objection to the 
proposal en the grounds that I have just stated. I 
should be very sorry if any outside member taking an 
interest in this question should think that possibly I 
supported Mr. Share-Jones. I want to guard myself 
against that, lest by some evil chance the resolution 
should be carried, because I am quite sure we should, at 
some not very distant date, have actually to repeal the 
resolution. I do not in the least fear any reproaches 
of the profession with regard to this matter. I feel that 
I have myself been absolutely consistent. I was one of 
those who took a leading part in placing the standard 
of general education required for entrance to this pro- 
fession at its present ievel, and it is well within the 
knowledge of most members of the Council that I was 
one of those who took a very active part in preventing 
that standard being brought down not long after it was 
introduced. I am prepared also to support an increase 
of the standard as soon as it appears probable that that 
can be done without cutting down the numbers of the 
profession much below what they are at the present 
time. I think that is the proper position for the Coun- 
cil to take up—to keep an eye on the Register, and 
whenever it shows a tendency to mount up, as it did 
thirty years ago, then I should say, not perhaps neces- 
sarily adopt the standard of the General Medical Council 
but at any rate let us move a step upwards, but not till 
then. heers.) 

The PrestpENT: Does any other gentleman wish to 
speak on this motion ? 

Mr. Banuam: I should like to know if anybody can 
ive us some idea of the difference between the exam- 
ination which the General Medical Council requires and 
our present standard? I do not myself know what the 
difference is between the two. 4 

The PrestpenT : I really do not think we can go into 
that now. I should like to say that, looking at this 
question from its broad standpoint, I am second to none 
in my desire for elevating and seeing maintained as 
high as possible the status of the veterinary profession. 
At the same time, I think as a practical profession we 
must look facts in the face. We have already had one 


of the old ones will really be easier because the subjects 
can be taken at two times instead of one. But might 


Parliamentary Committee sitting and considering the 
\ 


4 


08.0 =e wee 


s] 
ti 
n 
m 
ti 
pl 
ce 
su 
m 
be 
E: 
pu 
sa 
in 
a’ 
re: 
kn 
ho 
as 


July 11, 1914 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 39 


question of the adequacy or inadequacy of veterinary 
surgeons to fill certain posts. We must all recognise the 
fact that the numbers entering the profession have been 
for some years gradually falling. I consider that asa 
question of policy this is a most inopportune time— 
when not only is the profession crying out but the 
country is crying out for more veterinary surgeons—to 
raise the standard, and to put on one side perhaps all 
the dearest aspirations that we hold in order to promote 
the good of the profession and of the agricultural com- 
munity. We must get if possible a greater number of 
students than we have done in the past. Those are my 
feelings on this point. 

Major-General THomson : I think we know most of 
the circumstances under which the Council went back 
on its previous resolution. From what I have heard, 
and from what has previously happened in regard to 
this matter, I am entirely with Mr. Share-Jones in his 
endeavour to raise the education of the veterinary pro- 
fession to the very highest possible point, but we must 
look at matters from a practical point of view as well. 
The practical point of view is this: why should we 
slavishly follow the medical profession in laying down 
a standard of education which is perhaps entirely 
suitable to them, with a view to preventing an enormous 
influx into their own ranks, while we are going down in 
the world in numbers? You propose to raise our educa- 
tion toa standard equal to the medical profession—a 
standard which the medical profession introduced with 
the object of keeping their numbers to a proper level. 
That is-not our case. Our case is that we must have a 
standard of education for our students which, while 
keeping them up toa certain degree of efficiency which 
we consider necessary for our professional requirements, 
will, all the same, be quite enough, but not a deterrent 
in the way of preventing men from coming into the 
profession. Those are my feelings, gentlemen, and 
while I am entirely inclined in my own mind to a 
with Mr. Share-Jones to an extent, at the same time it 
is not practical politics. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. McKrinna: I hope Mr. Share-Jones will not 
press this resolution to-day, for this reason, that we are 
not bound by the laws of the Medes and Persians. I 
think it is in 1916 when the General Medical Council 
introduces its new high standard and, as has been 
pointed out, I do not think we are bound to follow 
them ; in fact, I think it is most inopportune. I have 
no hesitation in saying that in my opinion we are not 
lowering the standard, and in giving my name as one 
who votes against the resolution. If we were lowering 
our standard, I should be against it, but we are not 
doing so ; we are maintaining the standard. If the time 
comes when it is desirable that the educational standard 
should be raised, I should be the first to go in that direc- 
tion, but personally I have no hesitation in recording my 
name against this proposition at the present time. 

Mr. Coteman: I naturally feel very keen upon this 
point, and I regard the present moment as one of the 
most crucial moments in the profession. Now is the 
time when we should go forward and stand in our right 
place, or we shall go back to the level we have held in 
centuries gone by. I think our education should be 
such that it can be compared very satisfactorily with the 
medical profession. The only reason that I say, Let it 
be like the Medical Council, is that the Medical Council 
Examination is known and recognised by the general 
public. I certainly hold with what General Thomson 
said that we need not always follow the Medical Council 
in their ideas, but on this present occasion I think it is 
a very good lead. I shall certainly strongly support the 
resolution at the present moment, and if, gentlemen, you 
knew the fearful position that the veterinary surgeon 
holds in the South of England more particularly, you 
would probably share my feelings. We are looked upon 
as no one ; we are respected by no one; the medica 


man comes and takes the position omeg Dan us every- 
where. He tries to usurp us in the Tuberculosis Order ; 
he tries to usurp us in every possible way, and to make 
us subservient to him. I manage to maintain my 
position, but many do not. I could tell you a lot about 
the position that the veterinary surgeon occupies, and I 
hope to do so on a future occasion. At present I will 
simply say that I strongly support Mr. Share-Jones’ 
motion. 

THe Presipent: If there is no other gentleman 
wishes to speak on the proposition, I will ask Mr. Share- 
Jones to reply to any fresh points that have been 
raised and not to go over any other ground. 

Mr. SHareE-Jones: With regard to what Sir John 
McFadyean said, I am much obliged to him for the sen- 
timents which he expressed so far as they related to the 
intentions of Mr. Mulvey and myself in this matter. [ 
think that clears the air perfectly for some sound argu- 
ment. But throughout the discussion which we have 
had this afternoon I fear—and I am sorry to say it—a 
somewhat alarming state of ignorance has been confessed 
to as to what the status of the general education in this 
country is to-day compared to what it was even twelve 
years ago. We are not asking much of these boys when 
we ask them to take that standard which we set down 
twelve months ago. It does not approach even a Uni- 
versity matriculation examination. The argument 
against this standard boils down to one question, and 
that is the numbers entering our profession. I am pre- 
pared to contend, and furthermore I am prepared to 
prove, that the low standard of our Pre iminary 
Examination is not the important factor operating so far 
as the numbers entering our profession to-day is con- 
cerned, and I will prove it in one sentence. I would 
like Sir John McFadyean to take particular note of it. 
I was present at a matriculation ceremony at one of our 
big Northern Universities a few months ago, and on 
that occasion 167 boys and girls, drawn chiefly from the 
middle and the lower classes, matriculated in that 
University and were admitted as Members of the Uni- 
versity. To matriculate they had had to pass the 
Matriculation. 70 per cent. of those boys and girls were 
entering upon courses of study leading ultimately to 
graduation for the purpose of entering upon careers 
where the financiai return was woefully inadequate as 
compared with that which is offered our men. It is not 
that. The brains are in the country,—any amount of 
them. There are eligible boys who can pass matricn- 
lation without any difficulty, but our profession does not 
attract them, and it never will attract the best brains 
unless you keep the dignity of the profession up, and 
keep it up at all costs. Reference was made by Mr. Gar- 
nett to the Parliamentary Committee which sat. I had 
something to do with that Committee ; I gave evidence 
there. It related to the inadequate number of veterinary 
men for appointments, and the Report of the Committee 
was to the effect that the supply was inadequate and 
there was a demand for a greater supply. But Mr. Gar- 
nett omitted the vital recommendation of that Com- 
mittee. That was this, that the demand was not for 
more veterinary surgeons, but for more veterinary 
surgeons of a high-class type. Was that not so? 

Sir Srewart Stockman: For the Services. 

Mr. SHare-Jones: That was what the Committee 
referred to ; the Committee dealt with the Services, 
and the recommendation of that Committee was that 
steps should be taken to secure more veterinary sur- 
geons of a high class type. They even went so far as to 
say that public money should be expended to encourage 
graduates to enter our little profession. We are taking 
a step to-day which will drive every brainy man away 
from us. 

The Prestpent: May I correct you in regard to the 
statement you have just made. The recommendation 
was especially with regard to University graduates, It 
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is well known with to the Universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge, which they specially referred to, that 
their Previous Examination is far lower than ours at the 
present time. 

Mr. SHare-Jones: When that report is put on the 
table I shall do my very best to discuss it with you ; 
we have not had that opportunity yet. That Committee 
recommended a further step, since you opened the 
matter. They recommended that we should grant 
certain concessions to University graduates to encourage 
them tocomein. They further recommended a course, 
which you declined to take, that was brought up here, 
that was, that it would be worth your while to con- 
sider the exemption of candidates who had passed the 
interim examination for a degree. When that was 
brought before you here in order to carry out the re- 
commendation of the Committee, yon as a Council, 
and you Mr, President, in particular, declined to con- 
sider it. It is coming before you once again. I very 
seriously suggest to the Council that they should vote 
carefully on this matter. They should certainly ascer- 
tain before they vote—or I hope they have ascertained— 
what the state of education in this country is to-day. 
It would be no hardship if we asked a boy to pass the 
matriculation to-day—no hardship whatever.* It would 
not keep ten boys out in two year’s time, but it would 
attract the better class boys, and that is what we want. 
We are of little attraction to them at present. 

The PRESIDENT: But we have the same examination 
as the medical now. 

Mr. SHARE-JonEs: I want to say a word with re- 

to that. The word “misstatement” has been 

used rather freely. I want to correct some misstate- 
ments. It has been stated rather freely that the stand- 
ard which has been recommended now is precisely the 
same as it was before that Committee sat. I am pre- 
red to contradict that. There has been an alteration 
In the examination even of the lower standard. The 
number of obligatory subjects has been reduced, and I 
claim that to reduce the number of obligatory subjects 
and increase the number of optional subjects and re- 
tain the same standard of marking, reduces the stand- 
ard of that examination ; so that in so far as that is 
concerned the standard of this lower class of certifi- 
cates has been reduced by the last action of that Com- 
mittee. If Sir John claims that he is right, then I am 
prepared to contend that 99.9 per cent. of education- 
alists in this rig are wrong. I think it is a most 
fallacious attitude for us to take up in this room—to 
assume in the slightest degree that all the educationai 
brains are confined within the limits of the four walls 
of this Council Chamber. 1} move the resolution con- 
scious of the step which is being taken, and I shall not 
bo afraid to meet the consequences of in ten years 

ence. 

The PresipENT : I will now put the motion. Will 
those who are in favour please ser! 

Mr. SHaRE-JoneEs: Are you taking the names? 

The PREsipENT: I am conducting this meeting, Mr. 
Share-Jones. When I am out of order I shall have the 
censure of the Council. 

The resolution was then put and lost, 10 voting for 
and 16 against. 

Mr. SHarE-JoneEs : I applied to the Secretary before- 
hand to know what the procedure was in the event of 
my requiring names to be taken—I am speaking with 
an experience of a membership of quite a large num- 
ber of bodies—and the instruction given to me from the 
Secretary to this body was that all I had to do was to 
make the request in Council. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: May I be allowed to support 
that request. As I said before, I should be very sorry 
if the public did not know on which side I voted, and 
I imagine all the other members are the same. (Hear, 


The PresIpENT: Very well. 

The names were then taken and were as follows : 

For :—(10) Messrs. Mulvey, Wharam, Abson, Sumner, 
Slocock, Dunstan, Brittlebank, Packman, Share-Jones 
and Coleman. 

Against :—(16) Messrs. Mason, Carter, Sir John 
M‘Fadyean, Prof. Mettam, Mr. Price, General Thom- 
son, Messrs. Lawson, and McKinna, Principal McCall, 
Mr. Barrett, Dr. Bradley, Mr. Clarkson, Prof. Shave, 
Sir Stewart Stockman, Dr. McI. McCall, and the 
President. 


Motion sy Sir Joun M‘Fapyean. 
Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean moved the following motion 
of which he had given notice .— 
“That the Revised First Schedule, as altered in 
accordance with the recommendations of the Prelimin- 
ary Examination Committee, be adopted (copy herewith) 


SCHEDULE I. 
List of Examinations recognised as qualifying a 
Candidate in respect of general education. 


I. UNIVERSITY EXAMINATIONS HELD IN 
THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
A. 

Final Examination for a Degree in Arts, Science, or 

Medicine of any University in the United Kingdom. 
B. 

In all cases, except where otherwise stated, it must be 
certified that all the required Subjects have been 
passed at not more than two Examinations. 

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD: 

Junior Loca] Examinations. 

Senior Local Examinations. 

Higher Local Examinations. 

Responsions (Certificates to be supplemented by others 
showing that the required mathematical subjects 
have been ). 

Moderations. 

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE : 

Junior Local Examinations. 

Senior Local Examinations. 

Higher Local Examinations. 

Previous Examination. 

General Examination. 

OxFORD AND CAMBRIDGE EXAMINATION 

ARD : 

Lower Certificate Examinations. 

Higher Certificate Examinations. 

The School (or Leaving) Certificate Examination. 

University oF : 

Examination for Certificate of Proficiency. 

Senior Local Examinations. 

Matriculation Examination of the Faculties of 
Medicine, Science, Letters, and Music. 

UNIVERSITY oF LONDON: 

Matriculation Examination. 

Junior School] Examination. 

Senior School Examination (a) Senior Certificate, 
(6) Matriculation Certificate. 

Victor1A UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER, UNIVERSITY 
or LiveRPooL, UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS AND UNIVER- 
SITY OF SHEFFIELD JOINT MATRICULATION BoarpD: 
Matriculation Examination. 

UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM: 


Matriculation Examination. 
Senior School Leaving 
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UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL: 
Matriculation Examination. 


UNIVERSITY OF WALES: 
Matriculation Examination. 


UNIVERSITIES OF SCOTLAND: 

Preliminary Examination of the Joint Board of 
Examiners of the Scottish Universities for Gradua- 
tion in Medicine and Surgery. 

Preliminary Examination of the Joint Board of 
Examiners of the Scottish Universities for Gradua- 
tion in Arts or Seience. 


Universiry oF St. ANDREWS : 
Final Examination for the Diploma of L.L.A. 


University oF DvBLIN : 

Principal Public Entrance Examinations 

Examinations for the First, Second, Third, or Fourth 
Year in Arts (Certificate to be signed in the ap- 
proved form by the Medical Registrar of the Uni- 
d 

Junior Exhibition Examination (on obtaining marks 
of sufficient merit in the subjects of (1) or (3). 

Junior Freshman Term Examination (exclusive of 
Trigonometry.) 

Special Preliminary Examination, to be held in 
March, the standard and subjects of which shall 
be those of a Junior Freshman Examination (ex- 
clusive of Trigonometry). 


Royat OF IRELAND : 


Matriculation Examination. 
NaTionaL UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND: 

Matriculation Examination. 
QueeEn’s UNIVERSITY OF BELFAST. 

Matriculation Examination. 


II. GOVERNMENT EXAMINATIONS HELD IN 
THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Scottish EpucaTIoN DEPARTMENT: 
cae Certificate Examinations : passes in Lower 


e. 
Leaving Certificate Examinations: passes in Higher 
Grade or Honours. 
Intermediate Certificate. 
INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION BoarD oF IRELAND: 
Middle Grade Examination. 
Senior Grade Examination. 
CrentTrRaL WELSH Boarp: 
Senior Certificate Examinations. 
Crvit SERVICE: 


The Competitive Examination of the Civil Service 
Commissioners for appointments in the Army. 


Ill. EXAMINATIONS BY CHARTERED BODIES 
HELD IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


CoLLEGE oF PRECEPTORS : 
Examinations for First-class Certificate. 
Preliminary Examination for Medical Students. 
Preliminary Examination in General Education (the 
required subjects to be passed at one time). 
EpucationaL InstiruTe oF ScoTLAND : 
Preliminary Medical Examination. 
Preliminary Examination in General Education (the 
required subjects to be passed at one time). 
CoLLeces or PuysicIaNs AND SURGEONS IN 
IRELAND: 


Preliminary Examination. 


IV. EXAMINATIONS HELD OUT OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


University oF Matta: 
Matriculation Examination. 
UNIVERSITY OF CALCUTTA: 
First Examination in Arts. 
Matriculation Examination. 
Intermediate or Final] B.A., or B.Sc. 
University oF Mapras: 
First Examination in Arts. 
Intermediate Examination. 
UnNIversITY OF Bombay : 
Matriculation Examination. 
PunsaB UNIVERSITY : 
Intermediate Examination in Arts. 
UNIVERSITY OF ALLAHABAD: 
Intermediate Examination in Arts. 
Matriculation Examination. 
Cryton MeEpIcaL COLLEGE: 
Preliminary Examination. 
University oF MonTREAL: 
Matriculation Examination. 
University or CoLLEGE, MONTREAL : 
Matriculation Examination. 
CoLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF THE 
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC : 
Matriculation Examination. 
UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES OF THE PROVINCE OF 
OnTARIO : 
Departmental Arts Matriculation Examination (con- 
ucted under the direction of the Provincial Educa- 
tion Department). 
UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA: 
Preliminary and Previous Examinations. 
Matriculation Examination. 
University or New Brunswick, FREDERICTON : 
Matriculation Examination. 
Universiry oF Mount NEw 
BRUNSWICK : 
Matriculation Examination. 
CoLLEGE OF PHysIcIANS AND SurcEons, New Bruns- 
WICK : 
Matriculation Examination. 
CoLLEGE AND UNIveERsITy, Hatirax, 
Nova Scotia: 
Matriculation Examination. 
ProvinoraL Mepicat Boarp or Nova Scotia: 
Preliminary Examination. 
NEWFOUNDLAND Mepicat Boarp: 
Preliminary or Matriculation Examination. 
UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE: 
Matriculation Examination. 
UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY: 
Matriculation Examination. 
First Year Examination in Arts. 
Senior Public Examination. 
Entrance Examination for Medicine and Science. 
UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE: 
Senior Public Examination. 
First Year of Examination in Arts, 
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UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA: 
Senior Public Examination. 
UNIVERSITY OF THE CAPE oF Goop Hope: 
Matriculation Examination. 
UnIversity oF OTaco: 
Preliminary Medical Examination. 
UNIversITy oF New ZEALAND: 
Preliminary Examination for Medical Students. 


CoprINGTON CoLLEGE, BARBADOS : 
Examination qualifying for a Degree in Arts at the 
University of Durham. 
University oF Hone Kone : 
Matriculation Examination in Medicine. 


Eoeyptian GOVERNMENT : 

Examination for the Secondary Education Certifi- 
cate. 

UNIVERSITIES IN EUROPE: 

The German Abiturienten-Examen of the Gymnasia 
and Real-gymnasia ; Examinations entitling to the 
French Diplomas of Bachelier és Lettres and Bache- 
lier és Sciences, and other corresponding Entrance 
Examinations tothe Universities in Europe. 

*,* (a) No Certificate from the Indian and Colonial 
Bodies in the foregoing section (IV.) is accepted unless 
it shows that the Saectention has been conducted by 
or under the authority of the Body granting it, includes 
all the required subjects, and states that all the sub- 
jects of Examination have been passed at not more 
than two examinations. 

(5) In the case of natives of India or other oriental 
countries whose vernacular is other than English, an 
examination in a classical oriental lauguage (e.g., San- 
skrit, Arabic, Chinese), may be accepted instead of an 
examination in Latin. 


REQUIRED SUBJECTS. 
Subject to the conditions indicated in the foregoing 
list, the Preliminary Examinations recognised by the 
Council are required to include the following :— 
(1). (Grammar, Paraphrasing, Composition, 
questions on English History and Geography). 
(2). Matuematics (Arithmetic, Algebra, including 
easy quadratic equations, Geometry, including the sub. 
ject matter of Huclid, books, i. ii., iii, and simple 
deductions). 
(3) and (4). Two of the following subjects :— 
Latin, GREEK, FRENCH, GERMAN or any other 
Mopern Lancuace (Grammar, Translation into 
English from unprescribed books, Translation from 
English). 
Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: I do not propose to inflict 
@ second aprons on the Council with regard to this 
matter, and I therefore formally move the resolution. 
Maj.-Gen. THomson : I second that. 
The PresipENT: Does anyone wish to speak either 


for or against. 
Mr. SHARE-Jonxs : It is practically a negative of the 


The resolution was then put and carried. 


Motion sy Mr. Mutvey. 


Mr. Mutvey moved the following resolution of which 
he had given notice : 
That the following alterations to Bye-laws be adopted: 
67. “An examination fee of £5 shall be paid for each 
examination. In the case of candidates claiming 


Bye-law 62a, a fee of £8 shall be paid by each 
such candidate on presenting himself for the first 
time for the Class B Examination.” 


68. “Should a student fail in any Examination, he 


shall pay a further fee of three guineas for each 
re-examination. In the case of candidates examined 
in Class B under the provisions of Bye-law 62a, a 
sum of four guineas shall be paid for each re- 
examination in Class B.” 


94. “Every successful candidate in the Final Exami- 


nation shall be — to pay a fee of £1 for 
istration as a Member of the College, and to 
subscribe his name to the Rules and Bye-laws of 
College for the time being.” 
Mr. Mutvey: The carrying of Sir John M‘Fadyean’s 
resolution will necessitate the alteration of certain 
bye-laws which are embodied in the resolution that I 
move. 
Mr. Mason : I second that. 
The resolution was put and carried. 
This concluded the Special Meeting of Council, at 
the conclusion of which the adjourned quarterly meeting 
of Council was continued in order that the President 
might announce the result of the ballot for the Parlia- 
mentary and General Purposes Committee. 
On the motion of Mr. Abson, seconded by Mr. Mulvey, 
a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the President 
for his conduct in the chair, and the meeting terminated. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


In the House of Commons on Thursday, July 9th. 
ExportTaTION OF HorsEs BILL. 


A Grand Committee of the House of Commons, pre- 
sided over by Mr. T. P. O’Connor, considered to-day 
the Exportation of Horses Bill, which amends the 
Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1911, in respect of the 
exportation of horses. 

An amendment to prohibit the exportation of totally 
blind horses gave rise to some debate. 
Mr. Runeman said he could not that every 
horse that was blind was incapable of being worked 
without suffering. What they wanted to do in the Bill 
was to prevent suffering to animals—not to put an 
embargo on blind horses to prevent them working, 
whether they were blind or not. 

The amendment was defeated by 24 to 10. 

Dr. CHAPPLE moved an amendment to delete a sub- 
section giving the veterinary inspector power, should an 
animal not fulfil the conditions imposed by the Act, to 
slaughter it whether the owner consented or not. 

He said that this was a dangerous power to put in 
the hands of a veterinary surgeon. It was sufficient 
for him to refuse a certificate ; the law as it stood was 
sufficient to “yeaa the anima! from suffering. In the 
interests of the owner there should be some appeal toan 
independent opinion. 

Mr. RunciMaN pointed out that an amendment in his 
name restricted the powers of the veterinary surgeon 
to a horse that was in such a physical condition that it 
was cruel to keep it alive, or to be permanently incapa- 
ble of being worked without suffering. He thought, he 
said, that they would not be making a mistake if they 
made the Bill a deterrent. a hear.) 

Dr. CHapPLeE withdrew his amendment, and Mr. 
Runciman’s was adopted. 

Another amendment by Dr. ong was to give an 
owner or shipper the right to have horses examined by 
an independent veterinary surgeon, and that if these 
disagreed, an arbitrator, whose decision should be final, 


exemption from the Examination in Class A under 


should be selected. 
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Mr. Runcman said in his experience they had never 
had an appeal against the decision of the inspectors, and 
he thought the amendment would impede rather than 
help the inspectors.—The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. RuncrMAN moved the deletion of a sub-section 
extending the operation of the Act to Ireland. The 
decrepit horse traffic, he said, was really an English 
traffic and not an Irish traffic at all. 

The amendment was carried, and the Bill ordered to 
be reported to the House. 


Cruelty Charge—Lameness--Dismissed. 


William Mitchell, jun, of Tythe Farm, Walton-on- 
Thames, was summoned for having cruelly ill-treated a 
horse by working it in an unfit condition at Walton, on 
June 23; and William Mitchell, sen., his father, was 
summoned for having caused the horse to be so worked.— 
Mr. Crosby, Chertsey, appeared for the defendants, and 
pleaded not 

Inspector W. Bowskin, of the R.S.P.C.A., told the 
Bench that on Tuesday, 23rd June, he saw the accused 
Mitchell, jun., in Sandyfields, Walton, driving a horse 
attached to a light field hoe. The animal was hobbling 
along and seemed extremely lame. He said to Mitchell, 
“Your hors? is in a very bad state, and seems to me to 
be quite unfit for work.” At first accused said there was 
not much the matter with it, and he had brought it out 
to see if the stiffness would work off. It had recently 
been shod, and that made it appear lame. Witness 
examined the horse, which was in very good bodily con- 
dition but very lame on the off fore leg, the fetlock joint 
being badly overshot. Shortly afterwards Mitchell, 
sen., came up and, in reply to witness, said that he told 
his son to take the horse out, but it had only been at 
work about an hour. The horse was newly shod on 
Friday, he said, and had gone lame since. Witness 
replied that it was not necessary to take the horse out 
of the stable to see its lameness. 

Mr. Lloyd Still, m.R.c.v.s., gave corroborative evi- 
dence as to the lameness and the condition of the 
fetlock joint, and said the horse was quite unfit for work 
of any kind. He formed the opinion that the horse had 
been lame for a long time. 

The senior defendant, giving evidence, said that on 
Friday, June 17th, the horse was sent to the black- 
smith’s to be shod. There was no sign of lameness 
then, but on the following Sunday he noticed the horse 
was lame. The blacksmith was sent for, and the shoe 
was taken off ; and onthe Monday it was given further 
attention. On the Tuesday the horse was thought to 
be better, and was taken out to be tried. It had only 
been attached to the hoe about a quarter of an hour 
when the inspector arrived. 

William Caudwell, F.R.c.v.s., stated that from his 
examination of the horse’s foot he came to the conclu- 
sion that the lameness was due to defective shoeing. 
It was not in any way due to ringbone. 

Mr. N. Almond, F.R.c.v.s., gave similar evidence. 

Having retired, the Bench dismissed the case against 
Mitchell, sen.,and whilst they considered the son did 
not exercise due care in working the horse, under the 
circumstances the summons would be dismissed upon 
the payment of 14s. costs.—Surrey Comet. 


Country Vicar (auxious to be considered the father of 
his flock) to his schoolchildren: “Now, my children, 
you know how I have been here in the parish for many 
years, caring for your parents and yourselves. What 
name would you give me if I called you my lambs ?” 

Little boy (confidently): “You be the old tup.” 
Southampton Echo. 


Claim for Negligence—Dismissed. 


On posing, 6th inst., at Exeter County Court, before 
His Honour Judge Lush-Wilson, Mr. Nelder, F.R.c.v.s. 
of Exeter, claimed 16/9 for services rendered to a King 
Charles spaniel owned by Miss Trivett, of Upton Pyne, 
who counter-claimed £5 for negligence. 

Plaintiff said he gave the animal proper treatment. 
It was impossible for him to have operated on the dog 
as it was suffering from acute internal trouble. He 
was away at Sidmouth the day the dog was sent to him, 
but he attended to it immediately he returned. During 
plaintiff's absence at Sidmouth his assistant gave the 
dog beef tea and physic. 

Defendant said the dog was sent to Mr. Nelder b 
10 o'clock in the morning. Plaintiff had not arriv 
when she returned in the middle of the afternoon. She 
was told the next day that the dog was dead. Had the 
dog been properly attended to she considered its life 
would have been saved. The animal ate well the even- 
ing previous it was sent to Mr. Nelder, of boiled rabbit 
and biscuit. She intended selling the dog to a person 
who had offered her £5 for it. 

His Honour said if a person left an animal at a 
veterinary’s place like that of Mr. Nelder without giving 
notice that she intended doing so, he failed to see how 
any one could claim because the veterinary did not 
return to his place of business for the purpose of 
treating it. 

Mr. Kidd, F.R.c.v.s , of Exmouth, said the dog would 
probably have been saved had it been operated on. 

Mr. Templeman, who appeared for the defendant, 
said plaintiff had a properly qualified assistant at the 
place the whole of the day, and before treating the dog 
le expressed a desire to consult Mr. Nelder. With the 
animal in such a condition as it was, there was 
negligence. 

Mr. J. W. Orchard, for the plaintiff, failed to see how 
his client could be blamed. It was impossible for him 
to have known that the dog was waiting to be treated 
hy him, because he was quite unaware the animal had 
been sent to the surgery. 

His Honour said the defendant had failed to prove 
there was negligence. The counter-claim would be 
— and judgment given -for the plaintiff on the 
claim. 


Personal. 


Mr. D. 8. RABAGLIATI, B.SC., M.R.C.v.S., Veterinary 
Inspector, Ministry of Agriculture, Egypt, has been 
ippointed Director of the School of Veterinary Medicine, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Cairo. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, July 3. 
Supplementary to Regular Units or Corps. 
Tue ArMy VETERINARY Corps. 


The following Lieuts. (on probation) are confirmed 
in their rank :— 
J.J. Mills and E. Sewell. 


_ Messrs. Wyman and Sons (Limited) official sale agents 
in England and Wales for Parliamentary papers and 
Stationery Office publications, have published the fol- 
lowing, post free :—Milk and Dairies, Scotland, 34d, 
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COLONIAL APPOINTMENTS. 


My attention having been recently drawn to references 
made in this journal regarding vacancies in Government 
Veterinary Services abroad, I feel it a duty, as one with 
some experience of the trepics, to warn the inexperienced 
about rushing into these positions. We all know the many 
disadvan of residence in these climes, and the salaries 
now off are totally inadequate, and further comment is 
searcely necessary. 

We occasionally, in the columns of the veterinary papers, 
also see an advertisement of this nature : “ Wanted for India, 
young V.8. of experience, three years agreement, Rs. 300 
rising to Rs. 450 per mensem ; free quarters, free passage 
to India.’’ 

Now here, on further investigation, you may find that 
your would-be employers are a firm of horse dealers, job- 
masters, coach builders, and grain merchants, probably 
natives trading under an English name and operating in 
some big city like Bombay, Rangoon, or Calcutta, and that 
their knowledge of professional etiquette is extremely anti- 
quated—to say the least. 

You will be expected to enter into a two years’ agreement 
embodying many curious clauses, such as: The said 
M.R.C.V.8. will be required to be at all times on the 
premises of the company, and shall be expected to perform 
any other duties which may occur. These latter duties 
I may point out will perhaps be the superintending of 
coolies in the grain department and such like occupation. 

Now to return to the Rs.300 per month in one of 
these cities mentioned is an insulting wage to offer a pro- 

fessional man, when one considers that the average clerk in 
the business concerns usually commence on Rs.400 or 
450. The free quarters generally mean a room or rooms 


over the stables, and these latter are, I should mention, 
usually located in the native quarter of the city. 

There is nothing in these appointments except the experi- 
ence, and the person who take them on at @ salary less than 
Rs.500 per mensem will regret it.—Yours truly, 

‘‘ONCE BITTEN TWICE sHY.”’ 


TUBERCULOSIS ORDER, 1914. 


Sir, 

In Article 6 (page 2) of the circular letter sent to local 
authorities on the 23rd June last it states: ‘‘As stated in 
the circular letter of 25th March, 1913, when a veterinary 
inspector is called upon to examine a particular animal, 
his examination should be extended to other bovine animals 
on the premises.’’ = 

On the 5th inst., I was instructed by one of the two 
authorities for which I act, to inspect a heifer suspected 
under this Order, and pointed out the above article to them ; 
they have, however, replied to-day that they do not think 
it is contemplated that there should be a wholesale inspec- 
tion, and that on a veterinary surgeon being given instruc- 
tions to inspect a particular animal reported to the local 
authority, if his attention is particularly called by the farmer 
to any other cow that is suspected to be affected, then he 
should inspect and report alse on the other cow. As this 
appears to be quite contrary to the instructions of the 
Board of Agriculture, it would be interesting to know how 
other local authorities treat this important matter. 

I might add that previous to the Order the other local 
authority for which I act instructed us only to examine the 
rest of the animals when serious tuberculosis was suspected. 
— Yours faithfully, 

July 7 INSPECTOR. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


to 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrax 


Parasitic 


Mange. Swine Fever. 


Glanders.t+ 


Ani- 


Out- | Ani- 
reaks/ mals. 


| Sheep 
Ani- | Scab. 


mals. 


Out- 


Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended July 4 


Corresponding 
week in 1912 


1913 
1911 


1 
1 


Total for 27 weeks, 1914 hee 


147 


ai 1913 323 


121 
163 
304 


(b) Reported by Local Authorities. 


isheries, July 7, 1914 


1912 
1911 491 | 612 
(a) Confirmed. 
Board of Agriculture and 


Essex 4, London 8, 
Lanark 1. 


IRELAND. Week ended July 4 


1913 
1912 
1911 


Correnponding Week in { 


Total for 27 weeks, 1914 


1913 


324 
249 138 1297 
243 67 1002 


eee 46 
2 44 


85 


ent of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), 
figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased 


Dublin, July 6, 1914 
or Exposed to Infection 


oot- 
and-Mouth | 
Disease. 
7 Out- | 
Period. breaks| mals. | Out- | Ani- ft Os 
\ breaks} mals. breaks | tered. * 
(a) (a (b) (b) (b) (a) 
9 9 4} 13} 27 79 | 1067 
6 1} 34] 118 66 574 
1. | 1 | 38 | 170 3 3] 32| 59 62 726 
.. | wu | 18 3 | 67 4 9}: 68 568 
4 
450 480 11 | «O78 55 | 1412 | 2515] mm} 2267 | 23638 
| 348 93 | 254 | 1693 | 3495 1296 | 17611 
37 | 217 90 | 188 | 2132 | 4716 1859 | 23567 
i + Counties affected, animals attacked : P| 
Outbrea! 
6 
De 
q Nors.—The 
UMI 


